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Ill. RESOURCES

A.

Included here is an outline of the three acts of courtship, divided into seven areas
each, all beginning with the letter “A”. It's like a AAA battery that just keeps going
and going... Some of you will find this alliteration helpful, although I am aware
that others will see it as annoying, aggravating, or even atrocious.

Included also here is a letter | addressed to our daughter Christi and published in
the 100 Mile House Free Press. (For three years | was asked to write six hundred
words every fortnight for this excellent BC newspaper.)

Finally, an outstanding article by Sarah Hinlickey is included addressing the central
issues surrounding virginity.

SOME DAYS IT TOOK HOURS TO GET DRESSED...
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Courtship: Absolutely Amazing Amour!

.1.1-8 “Kisses at Noon”
1. Anticipating (heart) .
2. Admiring (head) Actl 1.1-4, 7-8
(Appreciate??) 1.5-6
3. Aloneness (with him) 1.9-11
4. 1.4,8 Applause (from others) } Actll 1.12-14
5. 1.5 Apprehensive 1.15-2.3
2.4-7
(Anxious??)
6. 1.6 Assertive 2.8-14
. Act Ill 2.15-17
7. Accepting! 3.1-5
I11.9-2.7 “Wanting and Waiting”

Standing in the Palace 1.
Sitting in the Dining Hall 2.
Walking in the Country 3.

1.9-11
1.12-14
1.15-2.3
2.4-7

Attractive }
Attentive
Assurance (privately) }

Reclining at the Banquet 4. Acclaim (publicly)

5. 2.6 Arousal }
6. 2.7 Abstinence
7. Affirming!

11l 2.8-3.5 “Doves and Foxes”

2.8-14\ Adventuresome

2.14 Appear: see you

end of each “Act” 3. 2.14 Amplify: hear you
1.8 only at noonday )

2.7 do not awaken or arouse} cf 4.16! 4. 2.15-17 Alliance

3.5 do not awaken or arouse 5. 3.1-4 Aches

3.5

Accelerating!

Abstinence
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A Ietterfi'f?(fﬁ

Dear Chris (aren’t you thank-
ful I decided not to use one of
your many nicknames?),

Ilove you! You are my favor-
ite 13-year-old. It's rather neat
tohaveasecond teenageraround
the house, although your Mom
and I have stepped up our prayer
life a bit ... We wonder what to
think of all those deep male
voices that wish to discuss life’s
mysteries with “my little girl.”

So okay, you're not little any
more. And speaking of boys re-
minds me why I'm writing to
you. Next Monday night some
parents, board members, and
other school leaders will be dis-
cussing the issue of placing
condom machines in the hall-
ways of your school. I wonder
how you feel about this? I'm
slowly learning to listen to and
respect your opinions, and I'd
like to invite you to listen to
mine.

I'dlike to seriously ask you to
consider developing amind like
a condom. (I can already hear
you say it. “Dad, you are
sterrange!”") What I mean s this:
A healthy mind is closed on one
end, andopenontheother. Let’s
look at the closed end first. -

1 really hope you'll be closed
to the experience of sex before
marriage. You can give away
your virginity only once: please
give it as a joyful gift to the
husband God is preparing for
you! The waiting will be long
and sometimes very hard, but
worth it. Your mother made a
fine choice (!), and I'm sure you
will, too. :

I should perhaps wam you
about boys, even the nice ones
(since] wasone years ago). Some
boys will want to test your re-
solve and your limits. Many will
be tempted with shortcuts, want-
ing to explore your body before
they explore your mind. Many
will be too lazy to use theireyes
and their voices before they use
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theirhands. And many will play the
game of using “love” expressions
to getat sex (whereas alotof young
ladies will think they must play the
reverse game of using sexual favors
to get at love!). You and I don’t
agree on country music, but I hope
your young male friends listen care-
fully to one song, “What part of No
don’t you understand?”

And that’s the problem with
condom machines, even if they’re
dressed up in bright colors and
happy face stickers. The machines
assume that a YES to casual and
many-partnered sex is normal and
unavoidable, and that we may as
well then provide some protection.
The makers assume that sex is a
right rather than a privilege.

What is equally troublesome for
me is that the “safe-sex” the
condoms promote is not very safe at
all. Since the U.S. government be-
gan its major contraception pro-
gram in 1970, unwed pregnancies
have increased 87 per cent among
15-19 year-olds, abortions have
risen 67 per cent, and unwed births
61 per cent. There's a word for
people who rely on condoms for
birth control — they're called “par-
enu-!.

I realize these figures don’t im-
press young men the way other fig-
ures do, but Iwish the boys wander-
ing the Jr. High would consider
this. One slip, or one defective
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condom, or one moment when
passion outraces reason, and vi-
ruses and bacteriaare exchanged
and the disease process can be-
gin. Alifetime process (although
shorter) ...

I also spoke of the mind as
having an open end (like the
condom). I guess abstinence is
my choice, but standing alone
it’s a rather negative word. I’'d
like to see you abstain from
something enjoyable (some of
the time) and something dan-
gerous (most of the time) in
order to embrace something
wonderful at the right time and
with the right person. I'd like to
see yourespect yourselfenough
to wait to sayyes at the right
time!

I've never told you this, but
your Mom and I had no sexual
experience before marriage, and
neither of us has ever experi-
enced sex with anyone else.
(Chris, you are so cute when
you blush!) We sometimes do
feel like cultural dinosaurs.
We've enjoyed the creativity
and experimenting that comes
with the security of a lifetime
marriage commitment. Our sex
story has been sometimes frus-
trating and painful, but gener-
ally wonderful, and much better
now than 20 years ago. The Cre-
atorhas always portrayed sexas
areal turn-on, and believe me,
He’s not into false advertising.

So, Chris, be open to devel-
oping many and varied friend-
ships with male and female
classmates. Get to know what
they think, and how they feel.
Don’t getexclusive tooquickly.
You have too much personality
to give! Giving your body can
wait. And if youmake amistake
or two along the way, not to
worry. You are always welcome
at our home, and nothing you
may do will cause us to stop
loving you!

Your favorite Dad, “Pops.”
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Opinion

Subversive
Virginity
Sarah E. Hinlicky

kay, I'll admit it: I am twenty-two years old and
still a virgin. Not for lack of opportunity, my
vanity hastens to add. Had I ever felt unduly bur-
dened by my unfashionable innocence, I could have
found someone to attend to the problem. But I never
did. Our mainstream culture tells me that some op-
presswe force must be the cause of my late-in-life vir-
gmuy, maybe an inordinate fear of men or God or
gemng caught. Perhaps it’s right, since I can pin-
point a number of influences that have persuaded me
to remain a virgin. My mother taught me that self-re-
spect requires self-control, and my father taught me
10 demand the same from men. I'm enough of a coun-
try bumpkin to suspect that contraceptives might not
be enough to prevent an unwanted pregnancy or dis-
ease, and I think that abortion is killing a baby. I buy
into all that Christian doctrine of law and promise,
which means that the sm{fy old commandments are.
still binding on my conscience. And I'm even naive
enough to believe in permanent, exclusive,divinely

ordained love between a man and a wo! ,aloveso
L_?T_,_—__Lu&u&hﬂ!m ble that it motivates me to keep my legs U
CYOSSE e most tempting of situations

Tn spite of all this, [ still think of myself as some-

Lhm of a feminisi, since virginity has the resuit L of
‘Creating respect Tor and upholding the value of the
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to say about it. Apparently, sexual expression takes
place only in and after the act of genital intercourse.
Anything subtler—like a feminine love of cooking or
tendency to cry at the movies or unsuppressable ma-
ternal instinct or cultivation of a wardrobe that will
turn heads or even a passionate good-night kiss—is
deemed an inadequate demonstration of sexual iden-
tity. The uns ?

is clear enough: as long as a woman is a virgin, she
remains completely asexual.

Surpnsm gly, this attitude has infiltrated the think-

ing of many women my age, who shoulid still be
new enough in the web of lies called adulthood to
know better. One of my most vivid college memories is
of a conversation with a good friend about my (to her)
bizarre aberration of virginity. She and another pal had
been delving into the gruesome specifics of their past
sexual encounters. Finally, after some time, my friend
suddenly exclaimed to me, “How do you do it?”

A little taken aback, I said, “Do what?”

“You know,” she answered, a litde reluctant, per-
haps, to use the big bad V-word. “You still haven't.
slean_’uh,amdmdx—Htmdlmu-dﬂ_ﬂ?—Dﬂ_mu
want 10?” ' '

The question intrigued me, because it was so ut

terly beside the point. Of course I want to—what a

strange question!—but_mere wantip

Toper guide ral co . I assured my con-
cerned friend that my libido was still in proper work-
ing order, but then I had to come up with a good rea-
son why I had been paying attention to my
inhibitions for all these years.rl_oﬂered the usual rea-
sons——emotional and physical health, religious con-

“Victions, “saving myself” till marriage—but nothing

woman so inclined. But I have discovered that the
reigning feminism of today has little use for it. There
was a time when I was foolish enough to look for lit-
erature among women’s publications that might
offer support in my very personal decision. (It’s all
about choice, after all, isn’t it?) The dearth of infor-
mation on virginity might lead one to believe that it’s
a taboo subject. However, I was fortunate enough to
discover a short article on it in that revered tome of
feminism, Our Bodies, Ourselves. The most recent
edition of {fie book has a more positive attitude than
the edition before it, in that it acknowledges virgini-
ty as a legitimate choice and not just a by-product of
patriarchy. Still, in less than a page, it presumes (o
cover the whole range of emotion and expenence in-
volved in virginity, which, it seems, consists simply
in the notion that a woman should wait until she’s re-
ally ready 10 express her sexuality. That's all there is

missing:

ccmvmced hcr until I said, “I guess I don’t know what

I'm missing.” She was satisfied with that and ended
the conversadon.

In one sen "tknow what I’
And it is common enough among those who do know
what they're mxssmg to go to great lengths to insure
that they don’t miss it for very long. In another sense,
though, I could list a lot of things that{{do know I'rn
urt, betrayal, anxiety, self-deception, fear,
suspicion, anger, confusion, and the horror of having
been used. And those are only emotional aspects;
there is also disease, unwanted pregnancy, and abor-
tion. As if to prove my case from the other side, my
friend suffered a traumatic betrayal within a month
or two of our conversation. It turned out that the
man involved would gladly sleep with her, but re-
fused 1o have a “real relationship”—a sad reality she
discovered only after the fact.

A. ccording to received feminist wisdom, sexuality is
1o be understood through the twin concepts of
power and choice. It's not a matt anything so ba-
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nally biological as producing children, or even the.
“more elevated notion of creating intimacy and trust,
“Sometimes it seems like sex isn’t even supposed to be
fun. The purpose of female sexuality is to assert
[ power over hapless men, for control, revenge, self-
centered pleasure, or forcing a commitment. A
woman who declines to express herself in sexual ac-
tivity, then, has fallen prey to a male-dominated soci-
ety that wishes to prevent women from becoming
powerful. By contrast, it is said, 2 woman who does
become sexually active discovers her power over men
and exercises it, supposedly to her personal

1 e%gcml_. e
> is is an absurd 1i9. That kind of gender-war sex-

uality results only in pyrrhic victories. It’s a set-up for
disaster, especially for women. Men aren’t the ones
who get pregnant. And who ever heard of 2 man pur-
chasing a glossy magazine to learn the secret of snag-
ging a wife? Sacrifice and the relinquishing of power
are natural to women—ask any mom—and they are
also the secret of feminine appeal. The pretense that
aggression and power-mongering are the only op-
tions for female sexual success has opened the door to
predatory men. The imbalance of power becomes
greater than ever in a culture of easy access.

Against this system of mutual exploitation stands

the more compelling alternative of virginity. It es-:

capes the ruthless cycle of winning and losing be-
cause it refuses (o play the game. The promiscuous of
both sexes will take their cheap shots at one another,
disguising infidelity and selfishness as freedom and
3% ‘ Imd endence, and blaming the aftermath on one an-
other. But no one can claim control over a virgin.
Virginity is not a matter of asserting power in order
to manipulate. It is a refusal to exploit or be exploit-
_ed. That is real, and responsible, power.
But there 1s more to it than mere escape. There is
Ww&lmtwomething that
eludes the resentful feminist’s contemptuous label of
“prude.” A virgin woman is an unattainable object of
desire, and it is precisely her unattainability thai in-
creases her desirability. Feminism has told a lie in de-
fense of its own promiscuity, namely, that there is no
sexual power to be found in virginity. On the con-
trary, virgin se i s extraordinary and unusu-
al power. There's no second-guessing a virgin's mo-
tives: her strength comes from a source beyond her
transitory whims. It is sexuality dedicated to hope, to
the future, to marital love, to children, and to God.
Her virginity is, at the same time, a statement of her
mature independence from men. It allows a woman
{6 become a whole person in her own right, without
Teeding a man either to revolt against or to complete
what she Jacks. It is very simple, really: no matter
how wonderful, charming, handsome, intelligent,
thoughtful, rich, or persuasive he is, he simply can-
not have her. A virgin is perfectly unpossessable. Of
course, there have been some women who have at-
tempted to claim this independence from men by

15

turning in on themselves and opting for lesbian sex-
u'ahtx instead. But this 1s just another, perhaps deep-

er, rejection of their femaleness. The sexes rightly de- %

“finé themselves in_their othérness. Lesbianism
squelches the design of otherness by drowning wom-
anhood in a sea of sameness, and in the process loses
any concept of what makes the female feminine. Vir-
ginity upholds simply and honestly that which is
valuable in and unique to women.

"Phc corollary of power is choice. Again, the fem-
inist assumes that sexually powerful women will
be able to choose their own fates. And again, itis a lie.
No one can engage in extramarital sex and then con-
trol it. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the
moral nightmare of our socjety’s breakdown since
the sexual revolution. Some time ago I saw on TV the
introduction of the groundbreaking new “female
condom.” A spokeswoman at a press conference cele-
brating its'grand opening declared joyously the new
freedom that it gave to women. “Now women have
more bargaining power,” she said. “If a man says that
he refuses 1o wear a condom, the woman can count-
er, fine, I willl” I was dumbstruck by her enthusiasm
for the dynamics of the new situation. Why on earth
would two people harboring so much animosity to-
wards each other contemplate a sexual encounter?
What an appealing choice they have been given the
freedom to make!

The dark reality, of course, is that it is not free
choice at all when women must convince men to love
them and must co _they are
more than just “used goods.” There are so many
young women 1 have known for whom freely chosen
sexual activity means a brief moment of pleasure—if
that—followed by the unch side effects of para-
lyzing uncertainty, anger at the man involved, and fi-
nally a deep self-hatred that is impenetrable by femi-
nist analysis. So-called s i ]

proclaiming oneself 1o be available for free, and
m___imonuahm To “choose” such freedom is
“tantamount to saying that one is worth nothing.
Admittedly, there are some who say that sex isn’t
anything nearly so serious or important, but just an-
other recreational activity not substantially different
from ping-pong. I don’t believe it for a second. I
learned most meaningfully from another woman the
destructive force of sexuality out of control when I
myself was under considerable pressure to cave in to
a man’s sexual demands. I discussed the prospect
with this friend, and after some time she finally said
to me, “Don’t do it. So far in life you’ve made all the
right choices and I've made all the wrong ones. I care
enough about you that I don’t want to see you end up
like me.” Naturally, that made up my mind. Sex does
matter; it matters a Jot; and I can only hope that
those who deny it will wake up to their error before
they damage themselves even more.
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Yt is appalling that feminism has propagated lies so
AL destructive to wo

that there 1s no room er_;_glLdnm;mt_sngLo__
sexual behavior. Not only is this a grotesque lie, but.
it is also an utterly boring one. Aside from its implied
dismissal of all the world’s many riches outside the
sexual domain, this false concept has placed stultify-
ing limitations on the range of human relationships.
We're told that friendships between men and women
are just a cover until they leap into the sack together.
While romance is a natural and commendable ex-
pression of love between women and men, it is simply
not the only option. And in our sexually competitive
climate, even barely deserves the title.
V:rgquf among those seeking marital love wouid go
far to improve the latter’s solidity and permanence

crcan:ng an atmosphere of h
¢ equally necessary and longed-for consumma-

_g_g_n_. Where feminism sees freedom from men by
placing body parts at their disposal in a bizarre game
of self-deception, virginity recognizes the equally
vulnerable though often overlooked state of men'’s
own hearts and seeks a way to love them for real.

It is puzzling and disturbing to me that regnant
feminism has never acknowledged the empowering
value of virginity. I tend to think that much of the
feminist agenda is more invested in the culture of
ground]ess autonomy and sexual Darwinism than it
is in genuinely uplifting women. Of course, virgini-
ty is a batile against sexual temptation, and popular
culture always opts for the easy way out instead of the
character-building struggle. The result is superficial
women formed by meaningless choices, worthy of
stereotype, rather than laudable women of character,
worthy ol respect.

Perhaps virginity seems a bit cold, even haughty
and heartless. But virginity hardly has exclusive
claim on those defects, if it has any claim at all.
Promiscuity offers a significantly worse fate. I have a
very dear iriend who, sadly, 1s more worldly-wise
than I am. By libertine feminist standards she ought
to be proud of her conquests and ready for more, but
frequently she isn’t. The most telling insight about
the shambles of her heart came to me once in a phone
conversation when we were speculating about our
futires. Generally they are filled with exotic travel
and adventure and PhDs. This time, however, they
were not. She admitted to me that what she really
wanted was to be living on a farm in rural Connecti-
cut, raising a horde of children and embroidering tea
towels. It is a lovely dream, defiantly unambitious
and domestic. But her short, failed sexual relation-
ships haven't taken her any closer to her dream and
have left her liule hope that she’ll ever attain it. I
must be honest here: vlrg inity hasn't landed me on a
farm in rural Connecticut, either either.

tee against heartbreak _yuh:.r.c.m_a.
wcial dilference: 1 haven't Jost a part of myself to
someone who has subsequently spurned it, rejected

FIRsT THINGS

it, and perhaps never cared foritatall.

Tsinicerely hope that virginity will not be a lifetime
project for me. Quite the contrary, my subversive
commitment to virginity serves as preparation for
another commitment, for loving one man complele-
ly and cxcluswe]y Admittedly, there is 2 minor frus-
tration in my love: I haven't met the man yet (at least,
not to my knowledge). But hope, which does not dis-
appoint, sustains me.

SaraH E. HINLICRY, a writer living in New York City,
is an Editorial Assistant at FIr<T THINGS.
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1V. RESPONSE

A. 1. If your relationship with a young man or woman has grown from friendship to
courtship, and you have started talking about the “m” word, it may be time to
agree with setting some physical limits and boundaries! We recommend that
you agree on a written list, complete with a date and a couple signatures.

2. May we suggest three limits or boundaries:
a. “Four on the floor” (four feet, that is) can limit a lot of sexual regrets,
b. agree that we will leave all our clothes on, and finally,
c. that we will reserve all touching of unique male and female body parts for
the Anatomy 101 also known as the honeymoon.

3. Depending on your single or married status, were you ready, or will you be
ready, to say a lifetime “l do” to someone? The full page below awaits an
inventory of your thoughts!

B. The Marriage Encounter movement suggests a couple excellent exercises.

1. A husband and wife are each asked to write for ninety minutes on this topic:
“Why | want to continue living, and why | want to continue living with you.”
The couple is then asked to share their writing with each other for ninety
minutes.

2. Slightly less painful than the “90-90” is the “10-10". A couple is asked, for five
nights a week or so, to face one another, hold hands and eyes, and each speak

about the breakthroughs and breakdowns of their last twenty-four hours
without being interrupted.
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