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APPENDIX

1. A possible weekend format.  We believe that the Song’s fourteen sections divide
nicely into four parts, and so we include outlines for four talks and also four sets
of questions.  They could be used, for instance, for Friday evening, Saturday
morning and evening, and Sunday morning talks of 30-45 minutes each, followed
by 45-90 minutes of group discussion.

 2.  A couple of written resources by the Potts
a. An overall introduction and summary of the Song of Solomon, contributing

(hopefully!) to the vast amount of material already available.
b. An article written for The Banner, a monthly publication of the Christian

Reformed Church, which could be easily adapted into a sermon.

3.  A couple of excellent contributions from current commentaries:
a. An excerpt from The Message of the Song of Songs by Tom Gledhill
b. Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon by David Hubbard (The Communicators

Commentary Series)

4.  An excellent biography is supplied at the end, taken from The Song of Songs by
Tremper Longman III (NICOT Commentary Series)



164 Play it Again, Solomon! An Interactive Workbook on Friendship, Marriage and Sex

QUESTIONS AVAILABLE FOR A WEEKEND CONFERENCE FORMAT

I.  The Centrepiece  3.6 – 5.1

1. How would you finish this statement, “A healthy marriage is one in which ….”
(What purpose can you see in starting our studies in the centre of the Song and
not the beginning?)

2. Focus on several ways in the passage in which the king helps his new wife feel
secure.

3. List seven things, including his/her appearance and character which you value
in your partner.  Tell him/her at least one or two before the day is over!

4. What are the challenges and what are the rewards in “following the alphabet” of
this Song:  courtship, and then marriage, and then sex?

5. If married, what are your experiences in cutting ties with home, and yet affirming
home?

6. When and how did you learn about the sexual dimension of marriage?  When and
how would you like your children to learn about this?

7. Describe fully your reactions to God’s words in chapter 5, the last two lines of vs.
1?

II. The Courtship 1.1 – 3.5

1. Why did God “create them male and female” in Genesis 1 and 2?

2. What do (or did) you look for in a partner?  What do (or did) you have to offer as a
partner?

3. How do you know if/when a certain person is the “right one” for you?  Can you
love more than one person at the same time?

4. On a scale of 1 – 10, how would you rate yourself as a communicator?  List at least
three ways in which you could improve.

5. What are some characteristics of healthy communication, both verbal and
nonverbal?

6. What is the difference between praise and flattery?

7. List some of the arguments against waiting for sex until marriage, and then try to
answer each one sensibly and, where possible, scripturally?
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III.  The Conflict  5.2 – 6.13

1. What are some common problems in marriage?  Which have you observed in your
childhood home?  Which is the most serious in your opinion, and why?

2. Recall the last time you had a disagreement with your partner.  How did you get
into it, and how did you get out of it?

3. How can gratitude help in healing a hurting or broken relationship?

4. Define forgiveness and share why it is so often hard to experience for oneself, or
express it to others?

5. What role can and should others play in the conflict / healing process?  Which
“others” are the best candidates?

6. Critically evaluate this statement:  “Men tend to use love to get at sex, whereas
women tend to use sex to get at love.”

7. As a discussion group give this statement some attention, too:  “You should assume
that singleness is God’s will for you, unless He clearly shows you otherwise.”

IV.  The Concert  7.1 – 8.14

1. How does the restoration of the life partner is chapter 5 and 6 set the stage for the
experience of having a sex partner in chapter 7.1-10?

2. What role can and should sex play in a healthy marriage?

3. Considering the Shulamith’s initiative in 7.11ff, is there such a thing as male and
female roles in a marriage?  If so, what are they?

4. How have you seen the wife grow and develop both in her self-awareness and her
relationship in the course of this Song (from 2.16 to 6.3 to 7.10)?

5. How would you define love, and what pictures could you add to the diamond of
8.5 – 7?

6. Which relationships should we invest in to prepare us for marriage?  What dangers
can you see in teenage or in “hurried” marriages?

7. What have you learned in the Song which could help someone you know
understand and respond to the issue of AIDS?

P.S. An additional assignment which we highly recommend:  find as many Christ
as bridegroom and Church as bride comparisons as you can in the marital
relationship portrayed in the Song.

Appendix
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The Message of the Song of Songs,
by Tom Gledhill, Downers Grove: IVP, 1994.
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The Song of Songs by Tremper Longman III. (NICOT Commentary Series).
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