PAGE  
6

LESSON 18 -  THE EXILE

Background: 
After 586 B.C. and the second deportation, the remaining Jews were left under the rule of a Babylonian appointed governor, Gedaliah, a good and wise man. When he was assassinated, the remaining Jews were afraid and fled to Egypt and the surrounding nations (against Jeremiah’s advice), and they took Jeremiah with them. Judah was left virtually empty (events are recounted in Jer. 40 - 43:7).   


A. Prophecy in exile  


But God always loves, is always gracious. The message of the prophets turned towards those in exile:

· Jeremiah is in Egypt

· Ezekial is taken to Babylon (a priest in training, 25 yrs old, with the first group of exiles in 597 B.C.) 

· Daniel is taken to Babylon as a young boy, serves in the king's court (reminiscent of Joseph)

· Habbakuk -  a contemporary of Jeremiah, probably lived to see the initial fulfillment of Jerusalem's destruction in 597 B.C.

Their message is intended to help exiles interpret what has taken place, and understand why all this has happened to them.

· Now in captivity
· Jerusalem in ruins, holy land devastated.

· Temple and all vestiges of institutional faith destroyed.

Lamentations 1- 3:2, written by Jeremiah describes what happened, as well as expressing the overwhelming grief of the Jews.


Psalm 137 -  written after the 70 years of exile are over, by one recently returned to Israel, but who remembers the bitterness of life in a foreign land.

B. Questions needing answers

     1. Has God abandoned us?

         Lam. 3:20-22; Jer. 14:19-20; 30:12-15; Ps. 89:38-39

All say clearly that judgement has come because of sin. 

Perhaps some were remembering God's readiness to give them up and start over with a new people from Moses after the golden calf incident (Ex. 32:9-10).

Remember, they did not ever really grasp the seriousness of their sin, in spite of the message of the prophets. They had not ‘heard’ or identified the sin as their own.

Sin creeps in very slowly, discreetly, hardening the heart, desensitizing the conscience. How msny times have you heard someone say: I’m not so bad compared with a lot of people I know (clip from street interview?)
Some modern examples? (living together, unwed mothers, divorce)
Things that were embarrassing, or a disgrace last generation, are commonplace, accepted  even among Christians today. We have learned to be more merciful in these situations, which we needed to do, but have lost sense that these are still sin before God. In addition we hardly even recognise our materialism, judgements against others, gossip, self-centredness. 
How can we be both  merciful to those caught in sin, and sensitive to how our own sin grieves God?
Now we are being desensitized to abortion, homosexuality, euthanasia. 
Do we know what the bible teaches on these things? Does it matter to us?

 2. Are Babylon's gods more powerful than Yahweh?


Jer. 44:15-18  Women of Judah made offerings to the Queen of Heaven and believed their prosperity was due to her blessing them, rather than Yahweh. In the  NT she is the same as the goddess Artemis (Greek goddess Diana) in Acts 16.  There is confusion of Mary with the Queen of Heaven in many countries: 
Eg.:  Statues of the Queen of heaven in the government square of Buenos Aires, Argentina, a Catholic nation.
Peter Wagner of the World Prayer Center, AD2000 Prayer Track felt this was a significant stronghold over Catholic nations, and called for a prayer gathering in Ephesus to break the power of the Queen of Heaven in Catholic nations several years ago.
The following passages refute this thinking and answer this question: 

( First 39 chapters of Isaiah are pre-exilic: warn of coming judgment. Ch. 40-66 are called “Deutero-Isaiah” and are are the white of the black and white flag of Isaiah (Crumbling North) and offer comfort and hope.)

· Isa. 44-46 (44:13-20; 46:6-10)

The whole argument of Ch. 44-46 is that the Israelites think they have been following the wrong God (Yahweh), and have gone after other gods. They need to recognize their folly, and turn back to the one true God.

· Hab. 2:18-20

 Remember their historical perspective: Yahweh had brought them into the Promised Land and established them as a nation under David and Solomon. God had seemed more powerful then, even under certain kings like Jehosaphat and Hezekiah. But now other nations are taking over Judah, Israel has fallen. 

Logical conclusion: The gods of the counquering nations are more powerful than Yahweh!

LESSON: There is danger in formulating your theology (view of God) on the basis of experience rather than on divine revelation (Word of God). When your circumstances change ie.  business fails, children rebel, spouse dies, your conclusion can be the same as the Israelites: God doesn't care, doesn't see, isn’t answering prayer, isn’t powerful.

Can you think of examples?  The Word Faith movement caused many to turn away from God (simply pray and believe and you will get whatever you want. If you don’t it must be your own lack of faith, ot those who are praying. How do you reconcile your life to this theology if you remain poor, sick, jobless?

3. Is this a punishment for the sins of our fathers?

· Lam. 5:7 "Our fathers sinned and are no more, and we bear their iniquities."  (Ezek. 18:1-20; 30-32, particularly v. 25f.; 33:12-20) Israel is blaming God for what has happened, accusing Him of being unjust. "We are being punished for our father's sins", probably looking back to passages such as Ex. 34:6-7 ("sins of the father visited on the children to the third and fourth generation"). 
Question: How do we reconcile Ezek. 18 and Ex. 34? 
(The ‘sins’ of the fathers are visited on the children. Children tend to specialize in the father’s and mother’s sin; not the ‘punishment for the sins of the fathers visited to the third and fourth ...’)

· The Israelites fail to see their own sin; they have listened to the false prophets for too long. (Jer. 23:16-18,22,25-27,35-40). They no longer know the truth about themselves or God. Spirit of confusion.

Question: Do we have false prophets speaking to the church today? (or in our culture?) What are our false prophets saying? 

A generation ago: "Values clarification"   a systematic erasing any values from a child's mind, heart, purportedly in order that he may develop a system of values for himself, apart from any biases his parents or other significant others may have imposed upon him.  Thus the necessity of a book such as Yes, Virginia, There is a Right and Wrong.
This philosophy has evolved into today’s moral relativism – no longer any recognition of moral absolutes: "Whatever is right for you", "You can't impose your morality on others", "If it feels good, do it," “There are no absolutes” are all catch phrases for today's lack of morality. Our culture’sversion of  Judges: "Everyone did what was right in his own eyes."

Within the church: Gospel of love without justice – Rob Bell
C. The Prophets' Answer

     1. God has not abandoned His people (Lam. 3:22- 24)

Even in the midst of the prophet's sorrow, he remembers God's love and faithfulness. Read through Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel.  God is very angry with his people, yet He can still give hope,  promising restoration. (Ezek. 33:11 shows God’s desire, not that the wicked should be snuffed out, but rather that they turn from their evil ways and LIVE!).

Justice and love, wrath and mercy are all equally God's nature (Hab 3:2: "In wrath remember mercy"). God's promises to the exiles:

· Captivity to last only 70 yrs. (Jer 29:10-14)

· He will bring them back (Ezek 34:11-16, 30-31)
· Bring them to life again, for they are spiritually dead (Ezek 37:1-14).
· Promises to be their salvation: spiritual as well as physical (Isa 46:12-13)

God's mercy is what brings repentence (Rom 2:4)
          Ex. Matthew  (Walter Wangren, The Manger is Empty)

It's His seeking heart that seeks us, like the “Hound of Heaven,” finds us, draws us to Himself:  "While we were yet sinners (His enemies) Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). "This is love, not that we loved Him, but that He loved us." (I Jn 4:10)

Jesus is sharing this heart of God for his people in his parable of the lost coin, sheep, son; the shepherd leaving the 99 to look for the one that’s lost. He finds the sheep, the sheep doesn't find Him.

(Important principle to remember with our children and discipline:  that mercy brings repentence.)

     2. God has judged because He loves

        
Isa 4:4-6 Cleansing followed by a sheltering of His presence over His people.
          Isa 1:25-27  Purifying followed by restoration

Why does a father discipline his children? Doesn't let a little child play in the road, play with fire, around a hot stove, on a balcony with no railing. Older ones we warn about drugs, alcohol. (Ex: of the father who found maijuana in his son’s room, father called police, turned in his own son. Wanted son to learn that there are consequences to sin. Result was that son became a Christian.) 

"A loving father will not let his children destroy themselves and so he judges (discipline)." 
Heb. 12:5-11: The results of discipline are life (v.9), sonship (v.8), holiness (v.10), peace (v.11).

God also plans to restore the nation so that He can accomplish His purposes. He still needed a people through which to send His Messiah (Isa 46:10-13).

     3. God has not forgotten us - a remnant shall return

· God would save a portion of His people (Jer 24:4-8)   

· Those who would turn to Him would be restored and be used by Him 

to fulfill His purposes.

· He would seek a remnant (Jer 23:3; Isa 11:11,12)
· He warns the remnant that if they do not listen and obey, they will cut themselves off from the blessing and restoration God wants to give them (Jer. 42:13-18).
Gives  a vision of how completely He wants to restore in Ezex 40-48: a restored Jerusalem, temple, nation. He summarizes His plan in Ezek. 39:21-29.


     4. Command to be a blessing


Involves being prophets to those around us (Ezek 3:17-21)

· 
Praying for our nation, government, etc. As they are blessed so are we (Jer. 29:7)

· Don't wait for circumstances to be perfect -  be a blessing, where you are.

End of captivity: In 562 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar died, and Judah's king, Jehoiachin was released from prison a year later (2 Kings 25:27-30). Judah started looking forward to release. However it was not the Babylonians who finally set the captives free, but the Persians. Isaiah had prophecied about the on ewho set them free, even naming him – Cyrus ot Persia. In 539 BC the Persians conquered the Babylonians, and Cyrus released the Jews to return to their homeland.






























































































































































































