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LESSON 16 - SOUTHERN KINGDOM

While we haven’t read all of Chronicles, there is a significant difference in perspective from 1st  and 2nd Kings. The “Book of Chronicles” was probably written 200 years after the exile took place, during the time of Cyrus of Persia, possibly by Ezra. 

1 Chronicles establishes Israel’s identity as God’s chosen people through geneologies, and it’s spiritual identity through a focus on the centrality of David’s kingdom and God’s promise of an eternal kingdom that would come through him. The Chronicler is answering the pressing questions of those exiled: “Why did David’s kingdom fail? How will this small struggling, insignificant state in the midst of the Persian empire become the kingdom that God promised to David?”

He reminds them that the kingdom failed because of their unfaithfulness, but God is forever faithful. Hope comes from the key verse, 2 Chron 7:14: If my people, who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and eill heal their land.”  
This promise reminds the people that humility, prayer, repentence will bring healing and restoration.
Central to the book is the tabernacle, role of the priests, the role of worship, including Passover.
David is highlighted as a righteous king, God’s chosen one, his sin with Bathsheba and Urriah are not even mentioned, nor the rebellion and sins of his his sons. The glory of Solomon’s reign is emphasised as well, without mention of the opposition he faced at the beginning and end of his reign. The probable reason for this is found in his purpose for writing: He is writing to encourage the exiles that there is still hope for God’s blessing on the as a nation if they are commtted to faithful obedience. 

Background: Benjamin, by this time, was so small it had basically been incorporated into the tribe of Judah, Simeon had also been absorbed into Judah.

2 Chronicles: We will look more closely at the individual kings of Judah because of the lessons to be learned from their lives, more evident in Chronicles than Kings. The writer highlights the righteous kings and the reforms and blessings that occurred during their reigns.
Judean history falls into six categories:

A. Civil Strife

1. Rehoboam's reign - factors contributing to disunity/disruption of kingdom:

· heavy taxation

· Egyptian support of Jereboam (he had fled there during Solomon's time). 

· Solomon's apostasy idolatry - judgement postponed till Reheboam's time for David's sake.

When division occured, priests and Levites flooded to Judah, esp. when Jereboam set up idols in Israel. Religious fervor gripped people for the first three years - other Israelites came to Judah because of devotion to God.

Once he had solidified his support, Reheboam apostasized, and the people followed. Decline of the nation was the inevitable consequence. They were plundered by Egypt, repented and were spared for a time. Lesson: Need to hold fast to the end. 

2. Abijam 

· Started out strong – trusted God in the battle against Jereboam and God gave victory, but then,

· Fell into apostasy, aggravated civil war. He never abolished the worship of God in the temple, but he included the worship of other gods. (1 Kings 15:1-8?)

3. Asa - ruled 41 yrs. (I Kings 15:9-24)

· He initiated reform - broke down altars, pillars, Asherim.

· People were encouraged to keep the law. The nation enjoyed a time of peace. Note direct correlation between obedience and peace, apostasy and judgement. It comes immediately. God uses nations and events of history as judgement.

· Given success against enemies 

· His sin in the end, was a lack of trust – he made alliance with Syria against Israel. When admonished, he hardened his heart.

Lessons: 

· Don’t forget where our victory is to be found

· If we can't take correction, we cut ourselves off from God's blessing. Asa was actually in defiance of God's messenger, and therefore of God himself. Consequence was war, sickness. Even in sickness he did not return to God, died unrepentant. (2 Chron. 16)

4. Jehoshaphat - good king

· Brought civil war to an end. Was also at peace with the surrounding nations.

· Actively taught the law to the people in an organized program, encouraged them to turn to God, established righteous judges.

· Responded positively to prophets' warning not to fraternize with Ahab/royal family of Israel.

*Highlight: When confronted with a great invading army (Moab, Ammon), sure defeat, Jehoshaphat fasted and prayed: Read 2 Chron 20:5-12, 15. God responded to faith with the promise that He would deliver Judah without Judah raising a weapon. God’s fame among the nations when his people are faithful: 20:29-30.
Jehoshaphat's one mistake, and it was a big one, was arranging the marriageof his son to Ahab's daughter - brought on the period of Baalism in Judah. Probably seemed a good idea from human perspective – brought peace to Judah and Israel, but it is not God’s way (Prov 14:12 “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”)
B. Period of Baalism

1. Jehoram: Read 2 Chron 21:4-6
· Deeply influenced by the wickedness of Baal worshipping wife Athaliah - an unholy alliance.

· He murdered his six brothers, the princes of Judah (line of David came to within one person of being wiped out)
· Restored the high places aand idolatrous worship

· So bad that when he died," no one regretted his death" (2 Chron. 21:20b)

The Lord aroused the surrounding nations (Edom, Philistia, Cushites) to make war against Judah (see God using history as judgement here).

2. Ahaziah - the only son of Jehoram not murdered by the invading Arabs (again line of David nearly wiped out). He reigned only one year, and when he was killed by Jehu (as part of Ahab’s family), his mother seized the throne because there was no one strong enough to take it from her.
3. Athaliah – Read 2 Chron 22:10-12: - she was destroying her own grandchildren! The Davidic line came to within one person of being wiped out again in this generation - shows God's faithfulness to his promise, his supremacy and Satan’s determination to stop it’s fulfillment. Jehosheba, Jehoram's daughter and Ahaziah’s sister (most likely from a differrent mother, as she has such a different spirit), married to a priest, smuggled Joash into the temple, and hid him there for six years.

C. The Golden Age

1. Joash - greatly influenced by the priest Jehoiada.

· When he was seven, Jehoiada rallied the men of Judah and  established Joash as king. 

· He restored the temple and its services, tore down the altars of Baal.

· But reform was only external. As soon as his spiritual father was gone, Joash listened to other advisors, fell into apostasy. 
· God faithfully sends his spokesmen: 2 Chron 24:17-22 
Forgetting all of Jehoiada’s goodness to him, he has his priestly son, Zechariah (not the prophet) killed in front of the Temple altar! (Referred to by Jesus in his rebuke of the Pharisees’ rejection of himself – Luke 11:50-51). Judgement came at the hand of Syria within the year.

Sense that Joash was not a leader, but a follower influenced by those around him without personal conviction.

2. Amaziah – “He did what was right in the Lord’s eyes, but not wholeheartedly.” (25:2) vascillated between good and evil. No conviction in the father, none in the son.

He believed and obeyed God when he was told to send away troops he had hired to go to war with Edom, then brought back and set up the household gods of the people he had conquered – WHY??!!

2 Chron 25:15 - Hardens his heart against the prophet which is the Word of God.

3. Uzziah - reigned 52 yrs.

2 Chron 26:5 “As long as he sought God, God gave him success.” Reminds me of God’s promise to Joshua in 1:6-9.

· Politically successful - rebuilt Jerusalem's walls, expanded territory, developed agriculture. Judah's growth under Uzziah second only to that under David and Solomon. Probably dreamed of reuniting the kingdom.

· Success directly related to dependency on God. 2 Chron. 26:16,17, "When he grew strong he grew proud, to his destruction."

Became angry when confronted. How do we respond when confronted? Be sure to ask, “Is this the Lord?”
· Once again prosperity brought spiritual lethargy. Prophets began to speak out in Judah - Isaiah and Micah (Isa. 1:18-20)

4. Jotham - continued his father’s policies. “Grew strong because he walked steadfastly before the Lord” (2 Chron 27:6)

Assyria was gaining power, Israel was by now paying tribute to Assyria. Judah maintained an anti-Assyrian stance, but invasion was impending.

D. Period of Decline

1. Ahaz – “he did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord”
· Baal worshipper, set up high places in every town, even sacrificed his own children (2 Chron 28:2-5). He was warned by Isaiah (Isa. 1:18-20), but did not listen. Punishment came swiftly through Israel (King Pekah), Syria, Edom and Assyria.
· Instead of trusting God, he trusted in military alliance with Assyria - became a vassal of Assyria, paid tribute and forfeited Judh’s freedom.

The more judgement came, the more frenzied his search for gods who would help, instead of repentence (28:22-25)
2. Hezekiah

· Outstanding spiritual leader - drastic reaction to the deliberate idolatry of his father. He recognizes the spiritual root of their trouble. He began the most extensive reform in Judah's history. (2 Chron 29:3-11). First thing – first month, first year of his reign. Realized Judah's captivity was a result of broken covenant and disobedience to God.

· Reopened the temple and cleansed it
· Reinstituted the Passover, inviting anyone in both Israel and Judah to come - it was the greatest celebration in Jerusalem since the dedication of the temple

· The reformation spread to other parts of Israel (2 Chron 30:1, 10-12). The Northern Kingdom had already fallen to Assyria, so these would be the poorest and most marginalised, whom the Assyrians didn’t consider a threat. Some would be foreigners transplanted there. Many responded enthusiastically (2 Chron. 31:1).
· Assyria still a threat (Isaiah also writes of these events in Isa 36-39). Hezekiah seems to vascillate between faith (Isa. 37:14-20) and alliances  (2 Kings 18:14-16), but faith wins out, and Hezekiah's attitude of faith (2 Chron. 32:7-8) brought peace, prosperity, forestalled destruction.

· Became ill, and it was God’s time for him to die, but he begged for more years, and God granted his desire (Isa 38:4-6)
3. Manasseh (reigned 55 yrs.) and Amon

· Under Manasseh, Judah went from the height of reform to her darkest era of idolatry. Does such evil that God's decision to destroy Judah seems to have been made at this time (2 Kings 21:5-7,10-16).

· Rebuilt the altars to Baal, acknowledged Molech as deity, practiced human sarifice (equated with demon worship in Ps.106:36,37), sanctioned astrology, divination, occultism

· Shed much innocent blood (tradition holds that Manasseh killed Isaiah – some of the events recorded in Heb 11:36-38 may date to this time) 

· Moral and religious conditions worse than that of the people they had driven out.

Was the child born to Hezekiah after being healed of his illness? Hezekiah lived 15 years longer, Manasseh began to reign when he was 12. 

What might this say to us of God’s perfect will and his choice to answer our requests for less than his best? Sometimes we would write a different ending to our story – do we trust the Lord with his plan for us?

· Amazing example of God’s mercy: Read 2 Chron 33:10-13, 15-16 - when the Assyrians captured him he sought the Lord and God spared him. He gets rid of foreign gods, and God postpones judgement.

E.  Period of Reform

1.  Josiah (8 yrs old) – child of his father’s repentance?
· Book of the Law found during temple renovations. Alarmed when he discovered Judah had not kept the Law even though it had been lost - ignorance of the law no excuse.

· Tore down altars, asherah poles, high places

· Got rid of spiritists and mediums

· Restored celebration of the Passover

2 Kings 23:25 "turned to the Lord with all his heart, soul, and strength." Nevertheless, the Lord did not turn from his decision to destroy Judah because of all the evil Manasseh had done - reform just postpones destruction.

· In spite of Josiah’s goodness of heart, he foolishly goes out against the king of Egypt and dies.

Meanwhile, Babylon has replaced Assyria as predominent world power.

F.  Period of Destruction

· Judah became a vassal of Egypt. The Egyptians killed Josiah, and took his son Jehoahaz captive. The Egyptians set up Jehoiakim as a puppet king. 

· Jeremiah predicted destruction of Judah (Jer. 19 - potter's vessel) but Jehoiakim would not listen. Instead he put Jeremiah in prison. Egypt was crushed by Babylon, Jehoiakim became vassal of Babylon, until he decided to rebel, at which point he was taken captive to Babylon.

· Succeeded by Jehoiachin - also taken captive to Babylon  when he feebly resisted. He, his family, all nobility carried off into exile - the first group to go (597 B.C.). Only the poorest of the people remained.

· Zedekiah appointed by Nebuchadnezzar to rule peasantry. He too revolted, against the advice of Jeremiah to surrender. Resulted in final destruction of Jerusalem - the walls were broken down, temple burned, rest of the Jews carried off into exile (the second and last - 586 B.C.)

But there was hope given in the case of Judah - Jeremiah prophecied a restoration of the exiles to the promised land after a 70 yr. captivity (2 Chron 36:21-22; Jer 25:1-11). Next week we will look at the prophets’ words looking ahead to Israel’s bright future.
