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Lesson One - Creation
Assignment questions: 
Deism contends that God does not intervene with the functioning of the natural world in any way, allowing it to run according to the laws of nature that he configured when he created all things. God is thus conceived to be wholly transcendent and never immanent. For Deists, human beings can only know God via reason and the observation of nature, but not by revelation or supernatural manifestations (such as miracles)

Gen 1:1 - “In the beginning, God....”  Everything about our understanding of life, the world, our value and purpose as human beings, hangs on these words.

God IS, therefore
· We are loved, valued, secure.

· Life has meaning and purpose, dignity, we live in a moral universe
· We have the possiblity of full and abundant life

If God isn't 

· We are an accident

· No basis for human worth above anything else in creation, there is no basis of security
· There are no absolutes, morality and law doesn't exist, only “The law of the jungle”
“In the beginning, God...” 

Someone has said, "Either the gospel is far more radical than I've had the impression of it being, or it's nothing." The gospel is not only radical, it is life itself. 

With God we have everything – a reason to live, a reason to love, a reason to die. Without God we are without hope.
My prayer is that as you invest time in this course, your life will be impacted in significant ways:
· That Scripture will come alive to you in a fresh way and the themes that run through the whole will bring greater understanding of God’s message to us
· That you will discover more of God’s character, appreciating his self-revelation in the Old as well as the New Testament.

· That Jesus’revelation of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit will bring a deeper relationship with him
· That you would become a more intentionally commtted disciple of Jesus Christ for the sake of the Kingdom than you've been before.

· That you would become a person of prayer and of the Word, and walk in the power of the Spirit of God as never before. 

Prayer: Lord, may you find open hearts in which to grow changed lives

1. In the beginning, GOD… There are several key points to be drawn from these four opening words:

· God is central: Rick Warren opens his book, The Purpose-Driven Life, with the remarkable statement: “It is not about you!” We are not the center of everything. There has been a battle between God and humanism from the beginning: Is God god or is man god? There is a subtle tendency even within Christianity to believe that God is here to serve us (I pray and God doesn’t do/give what I ask). But God is sovereign - we are his servants.

· God exists: Scripture doesn't attempt to argue his existence, to explain or defend him; the writer just assumes he is (Heb. 11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must first believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him). 
This is the first place the bible confronts us with a truth, and we must decide whether to accept it as it comes to us.

We have a thousand questions: Did anyone create God? When did he create? How did he do it?  What was he doing before he made the world? None are answered.  Would we be able to understand if explanations were given? If he is God, he is and acts in ways beyond our understanding. We are being asked to just accept it as truth. 
Question: How does the difference between Greek and Hebrew thinking help us understand the Genesis story?

Creation itself plays a key role in our understanding something of God. Scripture says evidence for the existence of God is in His creation:

· Ps. 24:1-2 - The earth testifies to the existence of God

· Ps. 19:1-4 - Heaven proclaims the glory of God
· Rom. 1:19-20 - What can be known about God has been clearly shown through all that He has made. 
Question: What does Creation reveal about the nature/character of God?

Creation is a free, independent act of God, He did not have to create us, He chose to. (Read: Acts 17:25; Rev. 4:11)

God reached into eternity and created time. 
· History is purposeful; 
· It has a beginning and an end. 
· God relates to every part of history at once, because He is eternal, and not bound by time. This has implications for inner healing, or the healing of memories: God is there in the moment we remember, 20 years ago, and can speak to us about that moment, as well as today.
2. God created out of nothing. (Gen.1:3; Ps. 33:9; Rom. 4:17; Heb.11:3). 

*Play Indescribable
Science has evidence that: 
· In 1/ 10 to the 42nd of a second (a tenth of a thousandth of a millionth, of a billionth of a trillionth of a trillionth of a second), from a particle billions of times smaller than a proton, the universe came into being with a tremendous roar. (The bible says God spoke and it came into being). The question begging to be asked is “Where did the particle come from?”
· The universe is still expanding, and in that sense is still being created. We are continuing to discover galaxies, and can see stars being created with advances in technology.
· The universe is at the same time decaying, even as it is expanding (beginning and end)

· Physicists are discovering that energy is the basis of all matter – “the String Theory”- points to God as Creator, the source of all that is. Resource: Rob Bell’s Nouma video “Everything is Spiritual.”
The more we discover about the universe the more evident it becomes that there must be a Creator - 
3. Creation is distinct from God.
The biblical account of Creation is distinct from that of other religions, and defines clearly God’s relationship to his creation.
· Scripture negates pantheism. Pantheism is a word derived from the Greek roots pan (meaning "all") and theos (meaning "god"). It is the belief that everything composes an all-encompassing, immanent God, or that the Universe (or Nature) is identical with divinity. God is everything and is in everything (i.e. God’s spirit indwells the sun, trees, water, us, making us divine). Genesis tells us God existed before, will exist after, and is outside of His creation. 
· The Genesis account negates emanation, which states that the universe is part of God, flowing forth from Him, all is one with him. The bible affirms that God is spiritual, not physical.
· Rather, God is in His creation, but is distinct from it (Read: Col. 1:16-17; Eph.4:6). Colossians 1:16 explains that in Christ all things are held together – in that sense he is in his Creation, but he is not one in essence with it.
· God is transcendent, beyond the universe, beyond His creation. He is involved in His creation, but separate from it. 

4. God created the universe good.

· Matter and spirit are not opposed in biblical thought

· Buddhism teaches that the material world is not real. The goal of religion is to escape the physical, eventually moving into nonexistence (nirvana)
· Islam sees the material world as evil. The physical world will in the end be destroyed, as opposed to Revelation's description of a new heaven and a new earth that will be restored when Jesus returns.
· Genesis says both matter and spirit were created good. Material things can be used for good or evil purposes and Scripture speaks of the free will God has given both human and angelic beings, giving the choice of good or evil.  
· The biblical attitude toward life is positive, optimistic, world and life affirming. Good is more powerful than evil, evil is a perversion of good. Human sexuality, nuclear fission, technology – all gifts, all with potential for benefit or harm.
Everything that remains God-centered remains good, those things that become self-centered (ie. humanistic) usually move towards evil & ultimately death.

Question: Evolution is the only theory for the world’s existence that is taught/tolerated in Western society. What are the implications of evolution for the value of life, dignity of humanity, meaning of life if?

Ex.:  Value of life: Creation: (God-centered) people created in God's image therefore valued 

Evolution: (if God is excluded) value linked to usefulness, the good of the whole, etc. > attitude towards abortion, euthanasia, mentally and physically handicapped (as the lines of productivity and cost of maintenance cross you become a burden and are dispensable)

5. God gave the good earth to us to enjoy: He relinquishes creation as a gift to humanity. 
(Ps.8:3- 9, esp. vs.6 "…you have given him ...  the works of your hands)
  
We are to be stewards, to use, but not own.  God is still the owner of all. 
Question: How does God-centered care of the earth differ from a humanistic environmentalism?

A biblical response, based on God’s mandate to Adam, involves responsible stewardship of God's earth. Contempary environmentalism differs from biblical environmental stewardship at 2 points:

· Humanistic environmentalism pre-supposes that either 1) we own the world and therefore need to care for it, or 2) that the world is God and we are merely part of the whole. Increasingly 'mother earth' is used as referred to as if it is 'god.' 
· Some branches of humanistic environmentalism holds that humans are not of a higher order than anything else in the world (a result of a godless evolutionary theory of creation). 
Therefore:

· Animal rights are increasingly in the spotlight. Animals are seen as having equal (or even greater) rights with humans (seals vs. babies), in part because evolution does not see humans as distinct from any of the rest of the animal kinigdom. 

· The human population should be reduced to 2 billion people in order to preserve the earth. Practical implications: when DDT was discovered to harm the environment, it was banned. It had effectively brought malaria under control in Africa. The ban has resulted in millions of preventable malaria deaths. If we must choose the lesser of two evils, how so we decide? (I am not advocating for harmful pesticides to be used indiscrimately, only highlighting one consequence of humanistic environmentalism) 
· Biblical response: The world is not God, God is God and humans are the crown of God's creation, made in his likeness, responsible for, but of greater value than, the rest of God’s creation. We’ll look more at this next week. 

6. God doesn't let go of creation.

· Creation remains completely dependent on God (Col. 1:16-17)

 Not deism, which says God created the universe and withdrew, we're on our own

· God is intimately involved with creation, with us. If he withdrew his breath, the universe would collapse (Job 34:14-15)

· We are sustained by him whether we acknowledge him or not. Not only does he hold the universe together, but:
· God maintains control of history – providence (Acts 17:24-28).

· There is no such thing as fate, chance, luck, astrology, karma, etc. All are God-denying doctrines, saying something other than God controls our lives and the cosmos.
· God's providence is the unceasing activity of God whereby He:           

· upholds everything in ordered existence (Heb. 1:3)

· guides and governs all events

· directs everything to its appointed goal.

This is not to say that everything that happens is God's will. There is opposition to God's will and purposes. We'll say more about in future lessons.
Realms in which He operates are nature, history, personal circumstances (Pr.21:1; Is.40:21- 26; Is. 46:9-11)

          Implications: 

· No one can thwart God's purposes. The climax of history will be the overthrow of those who oppose him and his kingdom.

· Enables us to wait patiently for him to act in vindication or deliverance.

· Brings courage, hope, overcomes despair when we're harassed.

7. God owns us. He owns everything He created even while relinquishing it (1 Chron. 29:10-14). 
A friend from Texas was haunted by a recurring dream. He saw his mother in the back of a cotton truck driving away. He saw himself as a little boy left all alone, terrified in this big field. He was adopted, but never felt like he belonged. The dream recurred repeatedly for years until he thought he would go crazy. When he became a Christian the dreams stopped. He realised: “God is my Father. He owns me. Now I know who I am, where I am, where I'm going."

We need to say to our children: "God owns you. We're privileged to care for you for God for a few years, but we don't own you, God does.”
At the same time:

· We're not slaves, but sons and daughters. We are loved, and belong. Our lives have meaning in relationship with our Father. In this world where nobody seems to care, nobody wants to be responsible for another (parents > children, neighbor >neighbor), it is terribly important to know that God cares for us, and will not let us go.

· God owns not only us, but all the world   Muslim, Buddhist, Jehovah’s Witness, secularist, Marxist (Isa. 45:22 23; Phil 2 - Everyone will recognize who is Lord and bow before him...)

· Sometimes Christians act as if God doesn't really love the world - just the Christians. Jn. 3:16 still true – he loves the world and he owns us all. That day will come when all will acknowledge God's ownership.

8.  God has given us freedom, but within limits
· Gen. 2:16-17 - Limits were ordained from the beginning.
· Ex. 20:1-17 - Life has "You shall" and "You shall nots." Most of us don't like that, but that's the way life works best. If we refuse to live within those limits we reap the consequences.

Question: What are some examples of freedom operating best within limits?

   
(Sexual activity, government spending, children’s playground)
Within God's limits life is full and free, abundant and happy.

The limits are for our protection, not to steal our fun.

9. Humanity is created in God's image (I will sometimes be using 'man' in its biblically generic "male" and "female" understanding. God's image is both)

   Question: In what sense are we created in God's image?

· We are unique in all of creation because of the stamp of God's image upon us.

          Emotional:  made to love and be loved

          Rational:  can think and reason

          Moral:  respond to Creator

          Willful: make choices

All are relational qualities. Everything we know about relationships comes from God - our relationships with Him and with each other.

· Key to understanding ourselves:  If we want to understand ourselves, we must study God. We are still like Him, tho’ the image is now twisted.      

If we look inward to gain understanding, may find we are like an onion – remove the last layer and discover nothing is left. Instead, study God. As we discover his character/nature we find out not only who we are, but who we were intended to be. Man as God intended him to be: look at Jesus. 
· Implications of being made in the image of God:

· Sacredness of human life: All human beings are made in God's image from the moment of conception. Without exception "personhood" is guaranteed by the Person in whose image we're made and from whom all dignity, worth, meaning are derived.

· Ministry: We live out this truth in care for the poor, elderly, prisoners, handicapped without discrimination because all are made in God's image.

· Self-worth: We do not have to do anything, achieve any level of fulfillment, or pass any test to "earn" God's love. He loves the mentally handicapped, elderly, newborn, unborn equally and unconditionally.

· Fellowship with God: Humans may appear to be only another species of mammal, but we are in reality uniquely image bearers of, and thus intimately related to, the Creator himself. He made each one intentionally in his own likeness, and sent his own Son to die so that image might be restored, and we might be eternally with him.

10. Man is the Crown of God's creation: When all was ready, God created man, male and female (Ps. 8:3 8). We have dignity and worth, and also purpose...
· Responsibilities given to us:

1. Fill the earth:   God shares His creative capacities with man. Most of us have a desire to "reproduce ourselves," to have children. There is a sense of eternity in our children, grandchildren, generations to come. Western societies have already reached the point of eventual extinction because birthrates have dropped below what is needed to sustain a civilization. We have been taught it is environmentally irresponsible to have more than 2 children; God says children are a blessing from Him, an inheritance.
2. Subdue the earth:   We're commissioned to discover, search, probe, develop, utilize, maximize the potential of creation - but not destroy! Earth’s resources are to be used wisely for everyone’s use and enjoyment, not exploited for our own needs and greed.
3. Dress, till and keep:   Emphasizes the care we are to have for creation. Cultivate, nurture, protect, preserve for future generations.
4. Dominion:   Rule over it. All things have been put under our feet. How are we to rule?  Look at Christ: with gentleness and compassion, with wisdom and truth. Parable of the talents (Luke 19:11-27): Use and return to Him what is His. We are co-workers with God!

Refelction: 
How does this lesson impact your view of your relationship to God and his Creation?
Is there anything God has said to you in Gen 1 that is a command you need to obey? An example to follow? A promise or insight?
