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LESSON EIGHT - A DESTINY INSURED

Intro: In a garden, plants need support: tripod for pole beans, frame for cucumbers, stakes for tomatoes in order to grow safely away from bugs, excess ground moisture, to mature, to be able to bear fruit, and reproduce.

In Isa. 5:1-2, God likens Israel to a vineyard he has planted – clearing the rocks away, digging up the ground, planting her in a good land. But as a grape vine needs support, so her destiny needed to be secured (picture –the anchor is solid). God's plan will happen. God has made great promises, has given a powerful deliverance from Egypt, but Israel is off to a wobbly start in her journey of faith. 
· Ex. 14:11-12 (Red Sea) - No confidence in God

· Ex. 16:2-3; 17:2-3, etc – Continual grumbling against God’s leadership, demonstrating lack of confidence in her leadership

· Num. 14:3-4 - They want to go back to Egypt (repeatedly long for Egypt when the journey is difficult
· Num. 14:1-10 – Refused to go into Promised Land 
· Num. 14:39-45 - Tried to go in anyway without God

Forty years of wandering is a very wobbly start. How does God nurture Israel’s faith? God supports His people through several means:

1. Divine Intervention at crucial moments to develop confidence and trust in God. He performed miracles (the laws of nature are suspended).

    
What are some of His miracles?

· Ex. 3 - Burning bush      
· Ex. 4 - Signs through Moses’ rod > serpent, hand > leprous

· Ex. 7-11 - Plagues even though some were natural occurances there was divine timing, location (afflicting only the Egyptians, not the Israelites)
· Ex.13 - Pillar of cloud and fire

· Ex.14 - Red sea  
· Ex. 16 - Quail and manna

· Ex. 17 - Water; defeat of Amalekites (through Moses’ hands held high)

Miracles are recognised through faith – otherwise even the most incredible incidents of healing, timing, deliverance can be dismissed as “coincidence.”

Remember, the Hebrew mind doesn't care so much it how it happened, but rather that it happen and God was involved. In this case the "why" is:

· Ex. 4:5 “That they may believe the Lord”
· Ex. 14:18 “That the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord”
· Josh. 3:10 “That you shall know the living God is among you”
In the NT miracles are a sign of the presence of the Kingdom of God (Matt 11:1-6). Jesus said: "But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you." (Matt. 12:28)

In Matt 10:7-8 Jesus told his disciples to perform miracles as they went preaching about him:
· to establish that God is God, a God who acts on behalf of His people
· to develop trust in the Israelites hearts and belief in Jesus’ message
· to develop trust for greater obedience

The church is growing in parts of the world today most rapidly where preaching about Jesus is accompanied by signs and wonders – usually in pioneer settings, where the gospel has not gone before.  In the West we know lots of psychology, sociology, medical cures, but we depend on those means and miss power of God at work through us, active in our lives, ministry, and fellowship.
Question: Can we expect, live in, operate in the power of God as the people of God today? Is it important that we learn how to do so?
Jesus said, "These things will you do, and even greater." God supports His people by divine intervention.

2. A Great Law in the first 5 books of the OT (Pentateuch)
       Ex. 12 - Passover

       Ex. 20-23 - Covenant

       Ex. 25-40 - Tabernacle

       Lev. 1-16 - How to approach God (with feasts and offerings)
       Lev. 17-27 - How to maintain fellowship with God

       Num. 5-6 - Laws for organising the trip
       Num.18 - Instructions for priests and Levites

       Num.19 - Purification

       Num.28-29 -Offerings

       Num. 30 - Vows

       Num. 35 - Protection for accused murderers

       Deut. 4-26 - Extended review of 10 commandments

Why so much law? Does God show no grace? (A teammate was required in his OT survey course to read straight through Deuteronomy 5 times in a row – he came to be impressed by how gracious God is, and how gracious His law is)

God shows grace repeatedly: the Red Sea, daily bread, water and quail, spares them after the golden calf incident. Again and again God shows mercy to Israel and to us. Law is not opposed to grace – in fact much of God’s Law is grace – towards widows, foreigners, the poor, protection, guidance. Without law there is chaos – grace! Without the Law Israel would descend to the level of the surrounding nations, and fade out of the picture - grace.

“Rule of Law” is what has set Western Cultures above every other – the same law applied to everyone equally. It is rooted in biblical Judeo-Christian law. As we lose respect for the law, or change laws according to "community standards"   (what will the community tolerate) we head into chaos.

The law gave Israel many things:

· a conscience

· a deterrent to inhibit impulsive actions

· a measuring stick by which to apply justice – neither too harsh or too lenient, the punishment fit the crime
· a path by which to walk

The Psalms celebrate the law: 19:7-8; 119:9-16.
The law is not bad, it is good. It is supportive of family life, a just society, the covenant, and is central to Israel's destiny.
3. Visual aids: There were visual aids to remind Israel of what God had done, what God wants, and of His presence.

· Pillar of fire and cloud (God's presence and faithfulness, guidance)

· Ark of the covenant (God's covenant of blessing – a place to meet with God)

· Stone tablets (God's requirements)

· Tabernacle (At the centre of the camp, a reminder of the centrality of God in their lives)

· Offerings (More on this and the tabernacle later)

· Circumcision (Separation)

· Nazarites (Num. 6:1-21)  Never shave or cut hair, never drink wine or eat grapes, never go near the dead, not even family members. They were a visual reminder of separation, a "separate people" even within a separated people. Contemporary example is Anglican vicars wearing black or white "dog collar," Catholic priests’ and nuns’ habits.

· Tassels to remember the commandments (Num. 15:37-40); Hasidic Jews still wear the Shema on their forehead (Deut. 6:4-9).
4. Memorial Feasts: to be repeated annually, or even weekly, as in case of the Sabbath, so the Israelites might remember and be “centred” again on God (Ex. 12:24-27).

Let's look at these memorial feasts and their meanings: Lev.23 (also listed in Study Bibles)

· Sabbath: Reminded Israel of Creation, of God's rest after Creation, signifying Creation's perfection. Every time Israel rested it spoke of God's perfection, and of the coming of the final rest. Christians have changed that day of rest from Saturday (which pointed to a perfect Creation) to Sunday when Jesus rose from the dead. His resurrection is our certainty of God’s acceptance of his sacrifice for us. We can now rest from striving to keep the Law to earn his favour. (Heb. 4:1-11).
Every Sunday speaks to us of the Resurrection of Christ: rest both now and for eternity - something to celebrate!

· Passover: Memorial of Israel's redemption from Egypt (Ex.12:8-10), pointing ahead to our redemption from slavery to sin through the cross. The lamb, whose blood was sprinkled on the doorposts, pointed to Jesus (“the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” (Jn 1:29) through his death on the cross. 
Passover is celebrated now by Christians as Communion/the Lord's Supper, which speaks of Jesus as the Lamb whose Body was broken, whose blood was spilled to set us free from our spiritual Egypt. There is no further sacrifice needed (Heb 10).
· Unleavened Bread: Leaven in Scripture is usually a symbol of sin, so unleavened bread is a symbol of sinlessness. This feast was a reminder that the Israelites needed to remove all sin from their lives, so they could be pure and separate before the Lord. Every time they celebrated this feast they would remember: “We must be pure, holy, separate, dedicated to the Lord.”  
For Christians the feast speaks of sanctification in Christ. Jesus not only paid for our sins to forgive us, but He continually removes sin from our lives through the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us, so that we can live pure, clean lives. We are not perfect, but we should be growing more and more sinless, more and more Christ-like, becoming more sensitive to the Spirit. (1 John)

· First fruits: Feast of Thanksgiving for the first grain to be harvested, a promise of the larger harvest to come, a feast of thanksgiving for the faithfulness of God's promises: just as God was faithful to bring the first crop, He will be faithful to bring the rest of His promises of land, of seed, of Messiah and blessing. 
For Christians it means all of that. In addition, Jesus (the Messiah) is the First Fruit God has raised from the dead (I Cor. 15:20). Just as surely as Jesus (the first harvest) rose from the dead, so surely we shall rise. God's promises are sure.

· Feast of Weeks: Came 50 days after Passover, a feast of thanksgiving for the final harvest, for providing what the first harvest had promised. Another name for this feast is Pentecost (for the 50 days after Passover).

For Christians, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit came during the Feast of Weeks celebration, Pentecost - 50 days after Jesus (the first fruit) died, rose, and fulfilled His promise made in Acts 1:4 "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

     
After Pentecost a long time elapses before the next feast.

· Trumpets: (Judgement) which comes in the fall, called Rosh Hashanah today. This is the Day of Judgement when all must pass before their Creator. All the righteous are written in the book of life, all the wicked are condemned.     
As Christians, we see the parallel in the present age of waiting for the return of Christ. 1Thes.4:16 says: "The Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, and the trumpet shall sound, and the dead in Christ shall rise first." This is the feast of trumpets for us - the return of Christ and judgement day or Day of the Lord!

· Day of Atonement (Worship) or Yom Kippur, the most solemn day of the Jewish year. It was a day of fasting and prayer, the only day of the year when the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies to offer atonement for the sins of all the Israelites (more on that when we get to the tabernacle in a few minutes.) 
When Jesus died the veil of the temple before the Holy of Holies, separating God from His people, was torn in two, from top to bottom. God had opened the way, through the flesh of Christ, into the Holy of Holies. Now we may worship Him directly, and speak to Him ‘face to face.’
· Feast of Booths (Tabernacles): The Israelites would live in huts for 7 days (Lev.23:42 43). These booths reminded the Israelites of their wilderness experience, living in tents after leaving Egypt, looking forward to their final rest in the Promised Land, when all God's promises will be fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God established on earth. 
There is feasting for the seven days; a type for the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev.). We too look forward to God’s Kingdom coming in fullness.
5. Tabernacle: The tabernacle has been called God's "house of symbols" because everything in the tabernacle was a symbol for something. The tabernacle was a large uncovered tent, surrounding a small covered tent, divided in two by a curtain. 
(Tabernacle Handout)
a) Bronze altar: on 12 pillars for 12 tribes, bringing the whole people of God into His presence, where sacrifices were made. This altar spoke of the cost of atonement, bringing peace with God. Atonement means "to make one." Without a sacrifice we sit under judgement, and cannot approach God.

b) Bronze basin or laver: filled with water where a priest would wash his hands and feet before entering the holy place and offering a sacrifice. It was a place of spiritual cleansing, confession. The basin was made of bronze mirrors (related to the bronze altar - both covered with bronze, a symbol of judgement) – a place for self-reflection leading to repentance (James 1:23-25). 
 You are now ready to enter the Holy Place. All these items are made of gold. 
c) Gold lampstand: Gave the only light in the room = spiritual enlightenment given by the Holy Spirit. It also points to Jesus as the “light of the world,” a reminder too of Jesus walking among the candlesticks (Revelation 1-3), which are the churches. We now are now to be a light set on the hill. The seven candlesticks speak to us of that Spirit-filled community of faith, as Jesus moves among us.

d) Golden table: held 12 loaves of bread, a reminder that the 12 tribes could always depend on being able to eat from the table God prepared for them. The table speaks of fellowship. Eating together was the highest form of fellowship to the Jews. Jesus said, "I am the Bread of life", and this table prefigures the communion table of the NT.

e) Golden altar: Incense was burned here, as an offering to God, and symbolizes prayer (Rev. 8:3 5)
f) Veil: No one could enter the presence of God, except for the high priest, once a year. (A rope would be tied around his ankle to pull him out if he had hidden sin, and was struck down by God.). Behind the veil was the Holy of Holies or holiest of all, the presence of God. Behind the veil was a golden chest:
g)  The Ark of the Covenant: "Salvation (ark-Noah) by covenant." In the ark were 3 items:

· The tablets of the Law: God’s requirements. He has requirements for us in relationship to Him. His requirements are absolute and unchanging.

· Aaron's staff: Speaks of the authority of God's delegated leaders. Those who had resisted God’s chosen leaders, (Moses and Aaron) God judged, and then re-affirmed their leadership through Aaron’s staff budding with almond leaves (Num. 17). The resurrected Christ has ultimate authority, Lord of all, both over those who submit, and those who resist.
· Manna: God's provision for our needs.

h) The Mercy Seat: All are covered by His mercy. We violate God's law, we reject His leadership, His leaders and prophets, even His messiah, doubt His provision, and yet He has mercy on us. On top were Cherubim, defending His holiness. They worship Him around the throne (Ps. 99:1-5).

6. Mace: Leadership. Strong Godly leadership was critical in keeping Israel aimed in the direction of becoming a blessing. God’s leaders were people of courage, dedication, endurance, spiritual sensitivity. God chooses leadership with great care and preparation (Ex. 3: Moses; Num.27: Joshua). Despising God's leadership is tantamount to despising God (Korah's rebellion: Num 16:25-35) Leadership in Scripture is consistently appointed, never elected (democracy is a later invention). 
Much damage has been done by God's people refusing to follow the leaders God has chosen, whether through apathy or fighting for power and control. God wants to build leaders. A leader is one who says, when faced with a problem, "What does God want me to do about this?" 
(A follower is one who asks' "When is someone going to do something about this?")
A leader must be a good follower before he can be God’s leader. Those who see a need and lead, usually are not seeking leadership or authority, but are willing to pay the price of leadership.

7. Land: Not a gift in which to kick back and relax, settling into a comfortable life - but a holy land, where a great nation would grow and flourish. Its people would eventually touch the whole world, bringing blessing to all nations, revealing God to the world.

All of these things were used by God, as insuring factors so that God's destiny for Israel would be achieved. 
Addendum: The Tabernacle as a Pattern for Worship:

The tabernacle is a physical model of spiritual reality to help us understand that reality (Heb.9:23-24) - not a legalistic form to follow, but a process of spiritual preparation.

1. Entering the tabernacle: We come out of the world (the wilderness, Egypt) called by God. He invites us to come to Him. We can be Baptist, Catholic, agnostic - we come as individuals into the outer court, which is salvation, entering the Kingdom of God through Jesus >

2. Bronze Altar: When we gather to worship we come first to the cross of Christ, where sacrifice for our sin is made. So we start by singing songs of praise and thanksgiving to Jesus. We focus on what He has done for us by His sacrifice.

3. Laver: worship should include a time of confession, where we ask for forgiveness of recent sins, calm our spirits and prepare to come into the presence of God. Often this involves the Word (as the mirror   James 2), preaching, teaching, or some exposure to the word.

4. Holy Place: Then we're ready to meet God in worship. Usually when we're ready to worship it becomes quiet, and we become one. We know we have come into the presence of God.

     Several things can happen:

· we will worship

· spiritual gifts will be expressed in ministry (table of showbread)

· prophecy, healing, knowledge, (as lights on the candlestick)

· we will pray (incense from the altar)

· we will be still and listen for God to speak

8. Holy of Holies: And as we come before the mercy seat, and join the cherubim in worship, God still requires four things as represented in the ark of the covenant:

· faithfulness to his covenant (ark)

· personal holiness as reflected in the law, the expression  of God's holiness

· submission to God's delegated authority (staff)

· trust in His provision (manna)

