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LESSON SIX - JESUS THE SAVIOR

Introduction - The Human Predicament

The final role of Jesus that we want to consider is that of Saviour (priest).  Remember from Lesson 3 in the OT, that whether secularist or Christian, everyone agrees that humanity is in conflict with ourselves  and our environment, even without taking God into consideration.  People may disagree about the cause of it, but no one denies that it exists.

Christ's message is for those who have come to realize that 

· They are unable to love God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength, or their neighbor as themselves.

· They are unable to measure up to their own standards and ideals, let alone God's.

· They are in need of salvation.

This is why it is so hard for the rich and successful to receive the message of salvation and enter the Kingdom - they are self-sufficient, independent, everything is already going their way.  They have more options to try in order to fill the emptiness inside

It is clear why the message appealed to the prostitutes, lepers, tax collectors - the “losers” and outcasts of society.  It is a message of hope and love and forgiveness, acceptance by God, entry into a "family," a sense of belonging, filling their inner emptiness.

What does salvation encompass?

A. Reconnection with God: Sin is separation from God - not what you do or don't do, but our broken relationship.

Separation is first God-imposed: a holy, pure, righteous God cannot stand to be in the presence of sin.  Those who think their good intentions, or doing their best will save them, fail to grasp God's holiness. When Adam first sinned, and God sent him out of the garden, it was both a physical ban, and also symbolic of God casting Adam out of His presence.
· Rom. 1:18, 21, 24, 26, 28: "God gave them up"
· Rom 2:2 – The judgment of God falls rightly on those who do such things. 

An understanding of God as a loving God must also include the character quality    of justice.

Self-imposed separation: we hide from God as Adam did in Gen 3:8-10.  
Guilt in any relationship, whether with God or another person drives a wedge between the parties involved.  When you know you've wronged someone, it is very hard to face them.  You feel ashamed, uneasy, hypocritical, remorseful - it destroys self-confidence, peace of mind until reconciliation takes place.

Guilt has the same effect on our relationship with God.  We avoid praying, worship, contact with other Christians, any activity in which we might "run into" God.  His desire is that we come to Him immediately, ask forgiveness and make the relationship right.  
Sometimes we feel that we need to do penance for awhile and feel badly, wallowing in our guilt, suffer awhile before coming to Him.  Or we may feel He can't possibly forgive us again.

Scripture tells us that there does not need to be this separation. In Christ we have already been reconciled (2 Cor 5:17-19; Eph 2:12-19).

B.  Salvation from Guilt and Sense of Guilt

All of us deep within, know that we are guilty – without Christ what can we do with our guilt?

Example:
I have counseled girls after they have had an abortion, who are dealing with a deep sense of guilt. They can try to minimize it, rationalize it, deny it, but the only solution is to experience the forgiveness that is available in Christ.

Some become angry, turned inward or outward – depression, self-destructive behavior, or outward – one meeting at the Everywoman's Health Clinic, women were so angry they were spitting, cursing.  Why?  Some psychologists have done studies showing that anger is often displaced guilt.  Anger relieves the sense of guilt, helps a person feel justified.  If we respond to their anger with anger, they get angrier, feel more justified and therefore less guilty, etc.

Many turn to other options to forget – drugs, other sexual relationships.
In Christ we have forgiveness (Jn. 8:3-11, Rom. 8:1, 31-39, Col 1:13-15)

C. Salvation from the Power of Evil

We have been living our lives as prisoners. We are captive to fear, anger, failure, the world's goals, values, expectations of us, addictions. Satan's intentions for us spelled out in Jn. 10:10: 

"The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but I have come in order that you might have life and have it abundantly” 

We have a prisoner mentality, so that even though we’ve been set free it’s hard to live as free people, to believe we really are free! We act as if we are still prisoners. 
Often we do not realize all that is involved in living in the Kingdom of God. Do we realize what Jesus has done for us? How free we really are? What it means now to live in the power of His life in us? 
Do we have more than a head knowledge of God  - an experience of what it means to live and walk and minister in Kingdom power?  Even in trying to obey,  we may do only that - try- in our own strength, asking God to "help" us, rather than asking Him to do it through us, by the power of His Spirit within us (Gal 2:20).
Jesus empowers us to follow Him and do the things He did (Lk. 10:17-19; 2 Cor. 10:4; Phil 1:6 and 2:13) Triumph over evil is not just something to be looked forward to when Jesus returns, but a reality to be experienced now in every area of life.  We must learn how to appropriate His power as we live under His lordship, in total surrender.

D. Salvation from Death
Spiritual death: Eph. 2:1 says, "As for you, you were dead in your sins and transgressions"
We really were dead spiritually before Christ gave us life when we received Him.  You can often see the “deadness” in people's eyes - everyone seems the same. The only death we will undergo now is physical - our spirit, already regenerate, will go straight to Jesus.

We are enabled, by Christ's death, to have fellowship and communion with God now. We don't have to wait for heaven.
Temporal death: Physical death also is a result of man's sin.  God's intention was that we live eternally, immortal beings: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.”
Also, because the spirit is dead, life is not as full as it could be.  There is no purpose or meaning to life, rather a constant search for fulfillment sometimes at everyone else's expense: spouse, children, and colleagues.

The senses are dulled – in our culture there is a growing addiction to distractions: TV, video games, drugs, etc (Huxley’s quote). All are evidence of a desire to block out the meaninglessness or pain of life.  
People have little to give in relationships, therefore relationships are often superficial. They are bored with life, or live in a whirlwind of activity (and noise: i-pods, constant music, background noise) in order to keep from thinking, facing emptiness of everything.  All are symptoms of death.

One psychologist's view: life is lived at a sub-normal level; every once in a while a blip into real life, then back down to the sub-normal level.  This is not true for Christians - God's intention is for us to have a full and meaningful life the abundant life Jesus spoke of in John 10:10.
Eternal Death: Rev. 20:11-15, 21:8 - “the second death” is contrasted with those whose names are written in the book of life (Rev. 21:1-8), those who have eternal life.

Because Jesus went through death himself, but as a sinless man, and been raised from the dead, He has conquered Satan's power over death. 

Satan’s power is in his ability to induce us to sin, and the penalty of sin is death. 

Jesus now holds the keys to death and hell (Heb 2:14-15), takes us through death to life on the other side (1 Cor. 15:54-57)

Jesus has met every destroyer of life and defeated it, so that we might have life abundantly! 
He accomplishes our salvation, then sends us out to share this Good News with others, so they can be free as well (Matt. 28:18-20). We need to tell them about Him. Especially in this post-Christian age, people don’t know much if anything about Him. 
I have a friend who went to a Christian women's club and decided to follow Jesus. She has no idea why she went; she would never have gone to something like that. She didn't go places alone, hated women's groups, yet she saw a small ad in the paper and phoned to make a reservation.  At the end of the evening, as she spoke to the speaker, she mentioned how unusual the whole thing was, and the speaker said someone must have been praying for her.  But she didn't know any Christians.  The next day her doorbell rings - there is her neighbor with a cake, very shy and apologetic.  As this new Christian shared her new-found faith, she discovered this neighbor had been praying for her since she moved into the neighborhood a few months before.

In addition, she and her mother-in-law weren't on speaking terms.  She decided she should phone and ask forgiveness – discovered her mother-in-law had become a Christian a few months before and been praying for her as well.

Prayer is the key to unlock salvation for all, not only on an individual level, but also for villages/people groups around the world. In Africa, Church Planting Movements are beginning in some of the most resistant Muslim areas, as those in neighbouring villages spend weeks in fasting and prayer before approaching the village in search of a person of peace. Often there has already been a key person prepared through a dream or vision, or there is opportunity to pray for healing or deliverance, and the gospel takes root. In the 10/40 Window, 20 years of focused prayer is reaping fruit in people movements in all of the major religious blocks.

Jesus is Saviour of all who will receive Him, and we are His ambassadors of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:19-21). 
