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LESSON  17 - POINTING  AHEAD

As the destruction of Israel and Judah drew near, prophets spoke of more than God’s judgement. They were looking ahead, pointing to - the future.  Prophets still spoke to their  time,  and  dealt  with  what  was  happening,  saw the present clearly, and brought understanding to current events,  but they didn't  alway  understand  what  God  was  saying  about the future  (1Peter 1:10-12). Yet he spoke to bring hope and encouragement in the midst of horrible circumstances.
In  this  time  of  crisis  for  Israel,  six  major  themes  emerge  through  the  prophets:

1.  Coming  of  the  Messiah

· Gen  3:15  Was the first  Messianic  prophecy

· Gen  49:10  The sceptor  will not depart  from  Judah

· Deut  18:18-19 (a Prophet is coming – listen to him. Mulims think this refers to Mohammad) Jesus relates this to himself  in  Jn.  5:46;  6:14,  Acts  3:22-23.  Prophecies  about  the  Messiah  were  all  general  until  the  time  of  David's  reign.

· In  2  Sam 7:11b-16  the throne is promised  to  David’s line forever.

From  David’s time on,  prophecies  begin  to  paint  a  picture  of  what  the  Messiah  will  be  like.  There  are  over  350  Messianic  prophecies  in  the  OT.

· Isa.  9:1f. describes the kind  of  rule  he  will  establish, he will bring  an end to  war, he will bring an eternal  kingdom 
· Isa.  11:1- 9: He will be Spirit- filled, a just judge

· Jer.  23:5-6: He will be a righteous  ruler

· Ezek.  34:23-24: He will be a shepherd for his people
· Micah  5:2- 4: He will come  from  Bethlehem, reiterating the shepherd theme
· Dan.  7:9-14: He is the Ancient  of  Days  (pre -existent);  description  of  

God  here is the  same  as  that  of  Jesus  in  Rev 1. The Son of Man reference is equated  with  the  Messiah  in the NT.

Descriptions  of  the  Messiah in the prophets:  Light,  wise  counsellor,  judge,  warrior,  king,  glorious, having dominion,  might/power, establishing an everlasting  kingdom,  saviour,  shepherd,  Spirit –filled.   

There  are  also  Messianic  Psalms:
· 
Ps 2:7: The Son “begotten” of the Father (KJV) ; you are my Son, today I have become your Father” (NIV)

· Ps 8:4-6:  Speaks of Christ’s humanity and divinity. He represents the human race and will be given the authority over all creation.

· Ps 16:10: Peter and Paul apply this verse to the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 2:25-31, 13:25, 15:12-17).  A prophecy concerning the resurrection of Christ.
· Ps 22:14-18:  Jesus’ suffering predicted

· Ps.  89: Plea  to  God  reminding  Him  of  the  promised Messiah,  asking where  is  He?  When  will  He  come?  Send  Him  now!  

· Ps 110: the whole psalm is referring to the Messiah

There are many more. Jesus  didn't  step  into  a  vacuum. These psalms gave increasing understanding of  what the Messiah would be. 

Others  came  before  Him  who  were  thought  to  be  the  Messiah:  
· Zerubbabel  during  the  Restoration of  Israel, led the exiles’ return to Judah 
· Judah,  a  Maccabbean,  became  a  national  hero  during  the  revolt  against  Rome.  Later  he  was  killed  in  action.  
Some  of  these  people  shaped  expectations  of  what  the  Messiah  would  do  when  he  came  (“Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king  by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself”  -  Jn 6:15).                                    

2.  Suffering  Servant
· Isa. 42:1- 7 - Belief  at  the  time  was  that  the  nation  of  Israel  was  this  servant  of  God,  not  necessarily  an  individual.
· Clarified  further  in  Isa. 53: He will be an  individual,  we  see  clearly  now  that  it  was  Jesus  Isaiah was  referring  to. The dual  roles  of  servant  and  king  made  recognition  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  confusing.

3. Birth  of  a  New  Era

Israel  began  to  look  for  more  than  just  a  person, and began looking for a  political  Kingdom.  The prophets  emphasized that  the  Messiah  would  usher  in  a  whole  new  way  of  life.  It  would  be  established  through  the  changing  of  people’s  hearts,  not a change of governement  -  the  only  way  real  change  can  be  effected.

· Isa.  32:1- 50 - Righteousness  and  wisdom  abound

· Isa.  35:5-8 - Healing,  nature  restored

· Ezek.  36:25-28 - New  spirit,  new  heart,  obedience  

Jer.  31:31-34 - New  covenant:  not  law,  but  grace,  writing  

· the  law  on  hearts  so  obedience  comes  from  within

· Isa.  32:14f. -  peace,  security,  rest,  fruitfulness

4. Exaltation  of  Mt.  Zion

Zion: the hill in the centre of Jerusalem upon which the temple was built (Muslim  mosque, “Dome of the Rock”  is there today). The Ark of the Covenant was taken there by Solomon (2 Kings 8:1-2). It was synonymous with the ‘City of God’ (Ps 46:4).
· A holy hill (Joel 2:1, 3:16-18; Zech 8:3)

· God dwells there (Ps 9:11; 132:13)

· Goal of pilgrimage (Ps 84:5,7).  People  will  come  to  Jerusalem  to  find  the  Lord (Isa. 2:2- 3). Jerusalem will  be  greatly  desired.  It is true of Jerusalem even today – a religious centre for Jews, Christians and  Muslims (Zech 8:20-23;  14:8- 9). 

A place of deliverance and salvation (Ps 20:1-2)

· A place of protection and safety because its protected by God himself

· Place from which God rules the world – its counterpart is in heaven (Ps 9:11)

The  Messiah  will  reign  from  Jerusalem,  the  capital  city  of  the  Kingdom
of  God.
· After the exile the Israelite nation came to be called the “Daughter of Zion” in both OT and NT (Matt 21:5)
Jesus further revealed this kingdom as the Kingdom of God. Three  characteristics emphasized:
· Not  a  political  kingdom  of  this  world  (Jn. 18:36, Acts 1:6)  but  a  spiritual,  eternal  one. Heb 12:22 refers to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
This  picture  is  picked  up  in  Rev. 21 and 22 with  a  description  of  the  new  Jerusalem, the  river  of  life  flowing  out  of  it.

· God is not  confined  to  an  earthly  temple  in  a  political  state  (2 Sam. 7:5-7;  Matt. 12:6)

· The  nations  will  be  embraced  in  this  kingdom,  but  only as  we  carry  out  the  Great  Commission  and  they  become  part  of  God's  Kingdom too (Isa.  49:6;  Matt. 14:14; 28:19).

5.  Paradise  Restored

"This  land  that  was  desolate  has  become  like  the  garden  of  Eden." ( Isa.  51:3; Ezek.  36:35)  It  will  be  a  paradise  where  harmony  that  was  lost  in  the  fall  is  restored.
· Harmony  with  God  -  Isa.  1:18

· Harmony  with  self  -  Isa.  61:1- 3

· Harmony  with  others  -  Isa. 2:4: "They will beat their swords  into  plowshares and their spears  into  pruning  hooks."  Isa. 60:18;  Mic. 4:3- 4  
· Harmony  with  nature  -  Isa.11:6- 9; 41:17-20;  Ezek. 34:25- 31

· The  residents  of  the  kingdom  will  pass  from  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  his  kingdom  of  glorious  light: Isa  35; 25:6-9;  Hosea 14:4-7;  Joel 3:18;  Amos  9:13-15

· No  more  war or  violence,  nature  will  be  productive,  no  famine,  a  garden  like  setting  -  truly  Paradise!
6. Promises  were  for  a  Remnant
These  promises  were  conditional,  only  for  those  who  would  repent  and  follow  the  Lord.  Only  a  few  would  return  with  joy:   Isa. 10:20- 22;  11:11-12;   Jer.  23:3- 4;  31:7- 9

God has always worked with a remnant. Other  examples  in  Scripture:

· Gideon : only  a remnant fought  the  Midianites. God  pared  down  the  army  until  only  1%  (300)  were  left.

· Joshua  and  Caleb: only  these  two  of  the  original  group  that  had  left  Egypt (several million people!)  entered  the  Promised  Land.

· Ezra  3:10- 13: Only 50,000 of those who went into exile returned. The others settled into their new lives in Babylon. People  returning  recognized  only  a  remnant  of  the  former  glory  of  the  temple  remained  in  what  they  were  now  constructing.

Jesus indicates that  only  a  remnant  of  those who call themselves Christians will  be  saved  as  well: those  who  are  faithful  to  the  end. This is the message of Jesus’ parable of the sower and the seed, the wheat and tares growing up together until the judgement, the parable of the sheep and goats.  His warning refers to the visible Church.

Theme:  God  sets  conditions  of  repentence,  faith, obedience to God in order to  inherit  his promises.  
These  prophecies  were  partially  fulfilled  in  the  restoration  of  Israel  after  the  exile.  (Jer 31:31;  Isa 27:12-13;  Ezek  37:21). How do we understand prophecy about the future and it’s relationship to the Church, to Israel?
Prophecies  are fulfilled  in  a  number  of  ways:
1. There  are  prophecies  with  two  literal  fulfillments, for example:

· The  virgin  birth  (Isa 7:14)  is fulfilled  in  Isa 8:3,  and  in  the  birth  of  Jesus.

· The  Abomination  of  Desecration  (Dan 11:31):  In  165  B.C.  Antiochus  Epiphanes  sacrificed  a  pig  in  the  temple,  starting  the  war  of  the  Maccabbees.  The Jews stopped  temple  sacrifices  until  the  temple  could  be  purified.  The  prophecy  was  fulfilled,  but  Jesus picked it  up  again  in  Matt 24:15.  In  the  future  it  will  take  place  once  more  and  worse  than  before, but may look differently than the first fulfillment - perhaps  what  is  referred  to  in  Rev.  13:5- 8?  The second  fulfillment  could  be  either  literal  or  figurative.      

2. Prophecies  with  literal  plus  spiritual  or  symbolic  fulfillment

· Establishment  of  God's  kingdom  on  earth  happens  in  individual  lives,  and  will  happen  eventually  literally.

3. Prophecies  not  yet  fulfilled:

· Second  coming  of  Christ
· Restoration  of  paradise  (spiritually  there  is  a  reign  of  peace  where  Christ  dwells, but its physical resoration is yet to come)

· Wholesale  conversion  of  Jews  (Rom 11)

Prophecy  gives  hope  in  the  midst  of  despair,  helps  us  understand  God's  purposes  in  history,  gives  meaning  to  historical  events.  Every  time  there  is  crisis  in  history  among  God's  people,  we  remind  ourselves  of  God's  promises  and  begin  to  look  forward  to  their  fulfillment  with  renewed  fervor.



























































































































































