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LESSON SEVEN – AN EMERGING NATION ON THE WAY TO ITS HOMELAND

Background: The Exodus most likely occurred during the reign of Ramses II (1290-1224 BC). He was an ambitious builder, and left monuments all over the face of Egypt as none before. Would have required:   

            increased labour, hours, tempo

            more bitter, harried conditions

(See Gen. 47:11 note in NIV Study Bible, also Ex.1:11, both refer to the city of Ramses in relation to the Israelites.)

Pharaoh’s brutality precipitates a crisis. He reduces life for the Hebrews to a living death; they cry out to God, and God responds. Ex. 3:7-10
It is Pharaoh and all the wealth, power, resources that humanity, the world, his Egyptian gods can gather (Egypt was the greatest power of that time)
     vs. God, unknown to humanity at large, the world, their gods, and this motley bunch of Hebrews.

Faith is the theme of Exodus & Numbers: Exodus is the story of God and humanity in interaction. God acts, we respond in faith or lack of faith, and God re-acts.

Question: What is meant by the statement, “History cannot be understood apart from God, nor can God be understood apart from history?”

A. Organization

Imagine leading a million people, (probably more if there were 603,550 men over 20 yrs. of age) out of captivity with only a few hours warning and preparation. There was no time to gather provisions, prepare for a long journey. No doubt the quick departure was disorganised, even chaotic. Very quickly God instructed Moses on how to organise this crowd for a successful journey:

1. Appointed leaders over 1,000, 100, 50, 10 (Ex. 18:24-26).
2. Took a census: (Num. 1:1-54) Men 20 and up eligible for military service. Organized and prepared Israel for holy war to claim land that rightfully was God's (He's Lord of all). Carried out by tribe: Total was 603,500 men.

· Consider God's faithfulness to His promise to make Abraham a great nation. In just 750 years:

     
2000 BC: Abraham to Joseph - Patriarchs (350 yrs.)       

     
1650 BC: 70 people go down to Egypt dwelt there 450 yrs.

            1280 BC: 601,720 men of fighting age – probably 3 million people
Notice two things:

· Levites were not numbered - a tribe of priests, not warriors. Their job was to serve the Lord in the tabernacle and take care of it when they were on the move.
· Joseph received a double portion, or blessing as God had promised, both Ephraim and Manasseh are numbered, thus keeping 12 as number of tribes.     

3.  Pattern for camping, breaking camp (Num. 2:1-31)

· Tent of meeting - was in the center: Emphasized they were the People of God - the organizing focus was God in their midst, bringing unity among the clans. 100 yrs. ago the church was at the centre of the community; today it’s the mall/shopping district. 
· The Levites were to camp surrounding the Tabernacle, providing a protective hedge around it, so that the non-Levites would not trespass and thus bring divine wrath upon themselves (Num. 1:53)
· Four major clans: Each to plant their standard on one of the four sides of the tabernacle 
East: Judah, the tribe through which Jesus would come was given the place of honour facing the door of the tabernacle, with tribes from the sons of Leah on either side.

South: Reuben, Jacob's eldest son, flanked by the 2nd son Simeon and the first son of Leah's handmaid.

West: Ephraim, first blessed son of Joseph, flanked by his brother Manasseh, and  Benjamin, all born of Rachel 

North: Dan, first son of Rachel's maidservant              
Broke camp in the same order. The tent of meeting was carried in the center of the marching column by the Levites.

Even in the directions for setting up camp, we see God's divine order. He is true to the principles he has set down and everything makes sense, demonstrates his blessing and mercy.

4.   Institution of the Levitical Priesthood (Num. 3:1-4:49)

· Up to this point the Levites were just one of the 12 tribes, the tribe of Moses and Aaron. They received special honour after the golden calf incident (Ex. 32:26-29) and were set apart because of their fervour for the Lord. 
· They became special clergy. A priest is one who both serves God, and also stands between God and His people, representing the people to God and God to the people. 
· (Jesus has become the permanent High Priest; we are a kingdom of priests, the priesthood of all believers, etc.  The NT has removed the separation between us and God - Jesus is the only mediator we need now.)

a. Responsibilities of the Levites: 

· They were to serve as priests (the line of Aaron): offering sacrifices that were both offerings, and atonement.

· They were responsible for the structure and furnishings of the tabernacle

· All the Levites were taken as redemption for all the first born males in Israel. First born animals were sacrificed, but God accepted this tribe as a substitution for the men. There    were 273 unredeemed first born when the number of Levites was exhausted - paid 5 shekels each for those.

Installation of Levites became a ceremony of redemption, a constant reminder to the Israelites that the Levites stood in their place. Pointed ahead to Christ, our great high priest, who stands in our place (Heb. 5:1-6; 7:23-8:2).
· Protected the tabernacle: They camped in a square around the tabernacle: 
· to guard it from being profaned by other tribes  

· to tend it in the march

· to assist the sons of Aaron in religious duties 

5. Communication System established: Trumpets - an elaborate system of signalling the entire nation (Num. 10:1-10) 

B.  Law and Legislation

1. The Law given can be divided into 3 types: 

a. Moral Law (Ex 20): still operative today. The Law is a revelation of God's will.

b. Civil Law (Ex 21-23): Civil law fills out in detail the 10 Commandments – what do they look like in the way we live our lives? This changes with our culture and circumstances. The laws God gave Israel seems strange to us – all the rules governing what they were to eat, treating diseases, fabrics, cleanliness, etc. Try and put yourself in that historical context: millions of people, traveling with their animals, rather than judging by our present day situation:
· People living in close contact, no privacy, traveling in the desert, no water for bathing, no refrigeration – impact on relationships
· People and livestock living together,  no separate shelter for animals – resulting disease, discomfort, stress

· Law given was not fully developed because Israel was still in infancy as a people of God

c. Ceremonial Law (Lev 1-7): governing worship and sacrifices. The sacrificial system came to an end with the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus. However, the concepts of thank offerings and praise offerings can be infused with new meaning, as we worship. What can we offer God in worship of him, to give thanks?
2. Purpose: to set out instructions on how they are to live in relationship with one another and how they are to relate to God.  Shows God's concern for all of life - human life, sex, property, speech, thought.   

· Not to bind Israel to a set of arbitrary restrictions, but to guide her to the fullest enjoyment of life; "That it may go well with you..." "That you may prolong your days in the land the Lord gives you..." 
· Not just a matter of God rewarding good behaviour, but the laws themselves were designed to increase health and prosperity (Deut. 5:32-33, 6:24)
· Not intended to be a burden
· Not a counterpart to God's grace (grace vs. law), but an expression of it. The law reveals the nature and reality of God's grace: He is showing the quality of life needed in order to enjoy the land, and life, and prosper in it.
· Not to reveal anger, but mercy. Only when God's law is rejected or ignored does God's wrath become evident.

3. Summary of the Law
· The whole code rests on the authority of God, not a king. Therefore it embodies absolutes, rather than relative values. 
Therefore: life has absolute worth; stealing is not an option in any circumstance; adultery is not all right because "My situation is different".
· The moral law does not change, as our laws do, with a change in government or cultural shift – absolute rather than relative
· No division between civil and religious law - the two are inseparable. Not just dealing with legal matters as most oriental codes do, with moral and religious laws belonging elsewhere. Hebrew law recognized that all of life is one with no such distinctions. What a man believes governs all of life.

Ex: A current example would be fundamentalist Islamic nations today (religious governments in Iran and Saudi Arabia contrasted with secular governments in Turkey and Egypt).
· No separation of church and state as in North American government: Originally intended to protect the church from interference by the state.        

This has been distorted now to say the church is not to influence decisions of the state. What are we to influence? ("Will your religious beliefs affect the decisions you make regarding education?" "Of course!") Separation as we have defined it was not original intention of the U.S. constitution at all. 
· One law for all whatever a person’s status. The regulations protecting the weak, helpless (i.e. widows, orphans, slaves, foreigners) are striking.
· High view of human life is demonstrated by fixed, limited penalties: 1 crime, 1 punishment, not indiscriminate. E.g. The eye for an eye code (Ex. 21:23).
· Nevertheless, it is not a perfect law. We can legislate actions, but not the spirit. 

Jesus proclaims/demonstrates a perfect law, one of love 

Compare:

Ex. 20:13 vs. Matt 5:21-22

          

Ex. 20:14 vs. Matt.5:27-28

         

Deut. 24:1-4 vs. Mark 10:2-9

          

Ex. 21:23-24 vs. Matt. 5:38-39

.

C. Discipline: We often see discipline as a negative, but God intends discipline to be a positive thing, necessary to save Israel's life as well as preserve her destiny. God's plan was bigger than the individual, than the corporate group, than Israel herself. Therefore God punished, purified, when either the individual or the corporate body acted in such a way as to jeopardize God's plans. Often corrective judgement fell on them (Heb. 12:5-13). 

· Num. 11: the quail incident: rejection of God's gracious gift of daily bread (manna), ungratefulness for His constant presence and provision of all they needed 

· Num. 12: Miriam and Aaron: jealousy, rejection of God's leadership through Moses
· Num. 13: Spies gave a bad report of the land. It was a slur on God's character. Implication: the land is good but he will kill us when we go in to take it.

· Num. 16: Korah's rebellion - insubordination
No wonder He again wants to destroy them all and start over! All of these things were like a cancer that threatened the life of the whole nation. God could not let his plan for the redemption of mankind be jeopardized by a few people's disobedience.

Question: If God had not disciplined so absolutely, what do you think would have been the outcome?

D. Lessons of Faith – what can we learn from Exodus?
1. Crisis changes people for good or evil 
Examples? 9/11; Great Depression; Nazi concentration camps; power outages, snowstorms, floods - others? Share stories you remember….

2. Crisis reveals the depth of our faith: There is always a choice to be made when we're under stress. Will we…

· Trust God? – involves some step of faith: there is a land of promise, always in some sense distant, yet to be reached; some insecurity in serving the Lord even though the promise is a land flowing with milk and honey;

· Stay safe: Returning to Egypt and its symbols of security: some means of living even if at a subsistence level, and a reasonable assurance of continuity. “I can take care of myself.” How often we forget the suffering and remember only the good!

The cry recurs repeatedly throughout the book: "Better to serve in Egypt than to die in this wilderness; better to be a slave and idolator than proceed on this insecure, insubstantial ground of faith!" 

We make it exceedingly difficult for God to bring us out of Egypt! Our attitude is often, "Yesterday's lesson is fine for yesterday, but does God really know what's happening to me today?"

Life is a series of tests of faith: have you learned yet to trust God for the next crisis? That's what Israel had to learn, what each of us has to learn in our journey with God, and it's not an easy lesson. 

The pattern becomes familiar: Israel begins to doubt, complains to Moses, Moses complains to God, God acts either with provision or discipline, faith is reaffirmed after an act of unfaithfulness and the relationship is restored. All of this leads up to her most tragic act of unfaithfulness. After only one year in the wilderness, God brings Israel to the border of the Promised Land!

· First the people refuse to go into the Promised Land with God (Num. 14:1-4, 8-10, 26-35), 

· Then try to go in without God (Num. 14:39-45). 

In their unbelief, the Israelites could see nothing but the visible problem, just what they could accomplish on their own, rather than the impossible that can be accomplished with God. All 

the miracles, the things He has done in the wilderness to provide for, protect, and guide them have not brought them to faith, personal trust and reliance on Him, which was His purpose.

People without faith cannot be people of God. Therefore God gives them their desire - they fear to enter the Promised Land, so he condemns them to wandering in the wilderness. His promise will be fulfilled to the next generation.

The forty years in the wilderness were “faith training.”

After all the demonstrations of God's faithfulness (Deut 29:2-6): 

· deliverance from Egypt, 

· preserved from Pharaoh's pursuit, opening the Red Sea, 

· fed them with manna, water, 

· protected them from their enemies 

 They still walked by sight rather than faith. They had to be disciplined. 

Forty years in the wilderness allowed time for the old rebellious generation to die off. 

Their children would enter, children of freedom rather than slavery. Free people have a different mindset than slaves. 

Ex: Former Soviet Union: When freedom came...

· people didn't know how to take initiative

· paralyzed by fear 

· can't do anything unless an authority gives permission (baptize, start a church)

· have re-elected Communists in Lithuania, Ukraine, and a number of other former USSR nations – the familiar is more comfortable 

Freedom brings responsibility. Will people develop the ability to take responsibility for themselves, make decisions? In a communist/socialist society there is security in "the state" taking care of you. People become complacent; lose energy, vision, ability to take risks. 
Do we dare to be free? Will we be people of faith? 
Understanding the Wrath of God€  

1. What is wrath? A constant opposition to evil and sin. 

· God's mercy is manifested in context of His hatred of evil. Mercy is meaningless without wrath. It is weak and insipid.

· God's anger and wrath is perfect, not loaded with our imperfections, desire to hurt, take revenge.

· God's attributes are not functioning one at a time, they are a whole. He is totally loving at the same time He is just, holy, merciful.

A heresy developed in the 3rd century regarding this issue: Marcion saw a different God in the Old and New Testaments, wanted to do away with the OT The same heresy manifests itself today in an overemphasis on God's love, no mention of His wrath, doing away with hell, only giving authority to the Gospels/words of Jesus.
2. Question: What manifestations of God's wrath are in the OT?
· The flood (Gen. 7)   total destruction of evil will never happen again until Christ comes again (Matt 24:37-39)

· God withholds His wrath sometimes: Hos 11:7-9; Hab 3:2; Acts 17:30 (Gives time to repent); 2 Pet. 3:9-11

· Examples of extensive evil reaping God's wrath: Sodom and Gomorrah, Levites slaying those worshiping the golden calf, Aaron's sons, Miriam, Korah.

· Evil brings its own consequences (Rom 1:24-32)

· Both believers and unbelievers will be punished if they suppress the truth (I Pet. 4:17). Judgement begins with the household of God. Believers have more truth, more responsibility.
3. Wrath is more explicitly revealed in the NT because Jesus more clearly reveals God, and wrath is a part of God's nature. Rather than the “OT God” being a God of wrath and the “NT God” one of love, Jesus more fully reveals both aspects of God’s nature.
My sister’s insight before becoming a Christian: she felt able to relate better to God the Father, than to Jesus. Jesus speaks more often of judgement than He does of love – her perception was correct.  Jesus takes the full expression of God's wrath upon himself, and so destroys the works of Satan.

