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LESSON FIVE - JESUS THE TEACHER

Intro:  Jesus as teacher is the role liberal theologians have assigned to Jesus saying He is nothing else.  Jesus is much more, but teacher is one of His roles, and a significant one. He is the revealer of God's truth, and is the Truth. God can only truly be known through revelation, and can never be truly known through philosophy. We can speculate about God’s nature and actions, but only as He chooses to reveal Himself will we truly know Him. He has chosen to reveal Himself in Jesus. 
A. The nature of Revelation
Revelation is figuratively "pulling back the curtains."  There is much that can be known through our five senses, but there is more to reality that cannot be known through human insight and senses. There are essentially two teachers in this other realm:
1. The occult: knowledge of the paranormal e.g. out of body experiences, "spirit guides,"  mediums, other supernatural experiences, or less overtly occult, as in New Age thinking and teaching
2. Jesus Christ:


 Names that point to Him as Revealer:

·  “I am the Light of the world” – reveals the hidden (Jn 8) (picture: lamp)

·  “I am the Truth” (Jn 10)

·  Teacher, Rabbi

·  Word of God (Jn 1) i.e. God’s self-expression – just as our words reveal what    we think, our values, our personality
Characteristics as Revealer of Truth:
Jesus is different from other teachers - He is the revelation, the truth.  He doesn't just talk about it, or point to it.  He is it!

1. Contrast with other religions:

· Hinduism:  Many paths to the truth

· Buddhism:  One path, a nine-fold one, to the truth

· Mohammed: “Truth has been revealed to me, this is the way”
· Jesus:  “I am the truth”
He doesn't speak about something else which is revealed.  Jesus is the revelation.  He is what He is teaching.  You can't separate the truth from the teacher.

2. His authority recognized by all who heard Him.

· in teaching (Matt 7:28-29)

· in healing (Matt 8:13)

· deliverance (Matt 8:16)
· nature (Matt. 8:26-27)

· forgiveness (Matt. 9:2-8)

All of this is teaching, not only words, but through his actions and ministry.  All that Jesus did revealed God’s love, nature, will, and power.
Question: What examples can you think of where Jesus particularly reveals God’s character?  (Woman caught in adultery; woman at the well)

His method is Discipleship: Jesus modeled ministry, first spending time with his disciples teaching, then sending them out.  The principle: “Do as I do” (Mt.10:1-14, Lk 9:1-6, 10:1-24). This was the key to the successful multiplication of His ministry, His “Master Plan of Evangelism,” passing on to a few faithful men and women what was most important (Paul’s charge to Tim in “ Tim 2:2). He believed it would be such an effective method that He spent most of His time with just these few, rather than trying to reach the masses. These few men and women nearly completed the Great Commission in the first century!
B.  The Content of Jesus’ teaching

1. The Kingdom of God which is the reign of God. Not a physical domain, time, space, or even the people He reigns over, but a spiritual reign, the authority to rule, His sovereignty, His reign. 
God reigns over heaven and earth (also under the earth - God is sovereign there too, but allows Satan to reign there until banished), but even when they pass away His reign will continue. One day His will shall be done simply because He is God, and there is none other. 
This is the main theme of Jesus' teaching. He begins His ministry with it, ends with it (Lk 4:43, Lk 17:20-2l) (crown). In Matt 13, the entire chapter is parables about the Kingdom of heaven: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like ...” a sower, wheat and tares, a mustard seed yeast, hidden treasure, a net, etc. 

The essence of the message: "God’s Kingdom is advancing in the world. Look around you and you will see its transforming, pervasive power.”

Jesus' ministry is evidence of the Kingdom of God breaking in, bringing God's authority to bear over Satan (e.g. through deliverance, forgiveness). All of Jesus' healing, deliverance, power over nature is an expression of God’s sovereignty, bringing the Lordship of Christ to bear in all of life. He declares Himself as the one bringing God’s Kingdom reign in answer to John the Baptist’s question from prison: “Are you the one or should we look for someone else?” (Matt 11:1-12). The Kingdom is only recognizable to those who have eyes to see it. It is not power as this world defines power – position, influence, control. 

Yet Jesus declares He is bringing the Kingdom to this world:  "If I drive out demons by the Spirit 6f God, the Kingdom of God has come upon you." (Matt 12:28)

2.  The nature of God (diamond)

· God is our Father (Lk 11:1-13, Matt 6:25-32, Lk 15) – he is approachable, he provides for us, he gives good gifts, he is waiting for us, to welcome us home
· Jesus’ first and last words identified God as Father  (Lk 2: 49 – when he was 12 yrs old; Lk 23:46, on the cross)
· God is eternal, omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, holy, pure, loving, faithful, merciful, gracious, just - all of this, but first of all, Father. Jesus demonstrated the compassionate heart of the Father in the way he dealt with the woman caught in adultery, the sinful woman anointing his feet, in raising the widow’s son.
· Major distinction between Islam and Christianity: Islam has 99 names for God, none of them are Father. They say there are 100 names, one is unknown – it is Father!

3.  The purpose and will of God (2nd diamond)

· To seek and save the lost (Lk 19:10, Lk 15, Jn 3:16). Jesus is God’s missionary to earth.  The entire bible is a mission document.  His purpose is to take us out of the Kingdom of darkness and place us in His Kingdom of light.  Christ's lordship is over all of life.  Transferal from one kingdom to the other is not just "Ask Jesus into your heart to influence your decisions and take care of you." His invitation and call is much more radical than that: to be utterly transformed into a worshipper.

· Out of this purpose comes preaching and teaching, evangelism, social programs (feed the hungry, hospitals, child labor laws, education, pro-life measures), mission programs.  All of these things are intended to bring people under the authority and power and blessing of the Kingdom of God.

4. The Nature of Humanity (small crown at end of staff)

·   We are made in the image of God, given the responsibility to care for His creation (people and nature) as stewards, servants of God, just as Jesus did (think of examples)
· Jesus reveals what it is to be fully human - who we are (I am a child of God, saved to serve Him, expressions of God’s love and will); our destiny (where am I going – follower of Jesus); our purpose (what am I doing – I am to do what he did/does). Knowing and following Jesus is the answer to the identity crisis for adolescents and adults. The beauty of Jesus being both God and man is that He can reveal both to us.

· We are to be Servants of God - we exist to glorify and praise Him (Rev 4:8b-5:14, Lk 17:7-10) Midlife crisis comes from not knowing who you are, why you are here, what you are here to do. If we choose the wrong goals, inadequate goals for giving our lives to, then when we actually reach them we discover these goals are no longer satisfying and we begin to look for more.  There is a crisis of meaning (similar to adolescence).  If we let Jesus answer these questions and set our goals in accordance with His Kingdom, what could have been a "midlife crisis" becomes, at worst, a sharpening of goals and priorities, not the debilitating, destructive thing it is for so many.
Serving God is serving others.  "As you did it to the least of these ....” All of life focused on God's Kingdom.

4.  Be God-related
We cannot ignore God all of our life and then be bitter if we’ve not experienced the blessings that come only in relationship to Him.

Parable of the rich man who stored up treasure on earth: "This then is how it will be for anyone who stores up things for himself, but is not rich toward God. A man’s life does not consist of an abundance of riches." (Lk.12:14-21).

John 15 is wholly about staying in close relationship, and the life and blessing that flows from being joined with God.

Everything in life must be related to God.  Jesus said, "I came that you might have life, and have it abundantly" (Jn. 10:10).  Abundant life comes from being in relationship with Him. Talk to him, listen to Him, your life intertwined with His, just like Jesus and His Father – our Father.

5.  Discard false values.


"What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?” (Matt 16:26)

“Where your treasure is there will your heart be also." (Mt. 6:21)

"Whoever would save his own life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it." (Mk 8:35)

"Do not work for food that spoils but for food that endures to eternal life." (Jn 6:27)
The message? Don't be preoccupied with the things of this world. 
There is a saying that there are four temptations, different in each season of life:

Childhood > candy

Youth > sex

Middle age > Money

Elderly > power, and influence

The values of the kingdom are servant-hood, compassion, love, self-sacrifice, obedience, ministry, etc.- things that don't make sense to the world.

Question: How are we influenced by the world's values?
     How can we instead influence the world with our values?
     How do we transform our culture? 

(US – 35% evangelical – have they affected American culture?)   
5. Jesus identifies our adversaries


 Scripture speaks of three adversaries - the world, the flesh and the devil 
· The world: materialism, power, influence

Remember the parable of the sower in Matt 13:  "The worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke out the message."   We become unfruitful as we are lured and distracted by wealth, pleasure, worry. "When trouble or persecution comes because of the world, he quickly falls away” (Matt 13:21)

· The flesh: “the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does”  (1 Jn 2:15-17) Includes sexual sin, pride, independence, self-sufficiency
· The devil: Satan is the one who comes to steal, kill and destroy (Jn 10:10), and is always and forever the enemy of our soul. He seeks to lure us away from loving and worshipping God, with temptations, distractions, suffering – anything that makes us doubt, mistrust God, turn us away from Him.
6. Divine Responsibilities

· A constant evaluation of motives: don’t do the right things for the wrong reasons (Matt 6:1,2,16), but do them – pray, fast, give, love.
· Love God and love your neighbor comes through all of Jesus’ teaching. Be a blessing! (Matt 5:43-47)

