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THE GOSPELS

Introduction:
Most of what we know about Jesus is found in the four Gospels contained in the NT. Considering that Jesus' ministry was largely confined to a relatively unimportant area in a small corner of the Roman Empire, a surprising amount of information about Jesus can be drawn from secular historical sources. 

The Gospels were not written until at least 30 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  During this time the information was handed down orally and probably in written records that have not survived.  The Gospels were written in the language of the day, Aramaic, the language spoken by Jesus.

The Gospel writers had a particular purpose in mind when they recorded the events of Jesus' life.  They were not just biographers or historians, but were writing to present Jesus as the Christ, that their readers might believe in Him (John 20:31).  Their reports are accurate historically (note Luke's intro - 1:1-4), thus they were not concerned to present things in chronological order, nor to include all details of Jesus' life: scarcely anything is mentioned about his life before the age of thirty.

Each of the gospel writers is writing to a particular audience, thus each presents Jesus in his own distinctive way, bringing out different facets of His character and ministry.  Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the Synoptic Gospels: 
                 optic = see,  syn = together

All three, despite their differences are similar.

92% of Mark's material is also found in Matthew. Most of Mark's material is also found in Luke.  Matt and Luke have about 60% in common.

John is very different, much more cosmic in its perspective.
Let's look at each of the accounts.

Matthew: Gospel to the Jews

Matthew is written to the Jews.  It concentrates on Jesus' relationship to the Jewish faith.  He shows how Jesus fulfills the Old Testament.
1.  Jesus was a Jew who respected, taught and practiced the Jewish understanding of God, the Law and the Prophets.  The Jews are called to see Jesus as a "Jew's Jew" - and much more: the promised Messiah, the Son of David.

2.  Mark, Luke and John quote the OT, but Matthew does it more often, and in a special way.  Matthew refers to the OT 41 times, and 37 of his quotations begin with the phrase: "This took place to fulfill the prophet, who said..."

3.  Matthew's two favourite titles for Jesus:

· Son of David: Jesus embodies the hopes of the Jews for a future king who would unify them, and bring peace and righteousness as David did.

· Son of Man: comes from the book of Daniel, where it stands for a heavenly figure who arises outside of history to rescue and redeem God's people (Dan. 7:13).  Jesus says He is that One.

4. Jesus is the Prophet greater than Moses (Deut.18:15):

Comparisons with Moses:

-
Supremacy of the Law: Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7)

-
Intimacy with God the Father

-
Taking the obedient into the Promised Land (Jesus: the Kingdom of Heaven)

-
Powerful miracles confirming authority of leadership

-
Final challenge given to followers before being taken up without burial (although Moses died, so not as Enoch was taken)
Matthew’s teaching format
· Action: Ch. 1-4
· Teaching: 5-7                  > Ethics of the Kingdom

· Summary: 7:28f.

· Action: 8-9

· Teaching: 10

> Workers of the Kingdom

· Summary: 11:1

· Action: 11-12

· Teaching: 13

> Principles of the Kingdom

· Summary: 13:53

· Action: 14-17

· Teaching: 18

> Disciplines of the Kingdom

· Summary: 19:1

· Action: 19-22

· Teaching: 23-25
         > Eschatology (end) of the Kingdom

· Summary: 26:1

 He is very organized, orderly, easy to follow.  The Gospel of Matthew was the catechism for 3 centuries.  

Authorship: not stated in text, but two church historians mention Matthew as the author:  Irenaeus (175 AD in "Against Heresies III") - "Matthew also issued a written gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome and laying the foundations of the church." Eusebius (325 AD quotes Papias (100 AD) states that Matthew had composed in Aramaic the oracles of the Lord, which were translated into Greek by each man as He was able.

Date: Probably written before 70 AD, as there is no allusion to Jerusalem having actually fallen.  Possibly written in Antioch, as quotations of the gospels in the writings of the early church fathers agree most closely with Matthew, and show Matthew was probably the favorite and best known gospel of that very Jewish church.

There are a number of events, teaching and miracles that are unique to Matthew's gospel.  The focus of miracles in Matthew are to prove Jesus is the Messiah.

Mark:
Mark is the shortest of the gospels and emphasizes action rather than teaching.  Mark's favorite word is "immediately."  There is more action in more detail and less teaching in less detail than any other gospel.  As we see Jesus in action, the things He does convince us that He is the Son of God.

Mark stresses that any who would try to understand Jesus other than as a crucified Savior would misunderstand Him.  A full one-third of the book is devoted to the last week of His earthly life.

The most striking thing about Mark is that there is no Resurrection account.

Alternative explanations:

· Mark is unfinished
· Ending is lost/damaged: evidence for this is the abrupt ending in the middle of a broken sentence.

· Mark is unaware of the resurrection: impossible.

Mark 16:9-20 is probably someone's attempt to solve the problem.

· It is by another hand (summary rather than vivid detail)

· It appears in various forms, in various places (numerous early manuscripts indicating it was an accepted addition)

· It is an authentic early witness (one 10th century MS ascribes it to a disciple of John making it very early, at least 100 AD)

Probably the greater popularity of Matthew and Luke, because of their greater detail, caused Mark to remain obscure until the Roman church began to preserve it's records, at which time only a damaged copy could be found.

Authorship: Mark, known as John Mark, was son of a Mary, in whose home the early church met (Acts 12:12), also a cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:19).  He joined Paul on his lst Missionary journey, but lost heart and dropped out (Acts 13:5,13).  Paul and Barnabas parted company over the issue of whether Mark should join them on the second journey (Acts 15:37-39).

Mk. 14:51-52 refers to himself.  Infers he was courageous but buckled under pressure in his youth.  Col. 4 lets us know that he and Paul were restored, and he had won Paul's respect.

Date:
Before 70 AD because there is no reference to destruction of the temple.  Probably pre-60 AD because all but four paragraphs of Mark are contained in Luke or Matthew, or both and it is probably the source of much of Luke's info (Lk. 1:2).  Luke was written in 60 AD during Paul's house arrest as part of a defense for Paul.

We know for sure that it was the first gospel written.

Purpose: 

· Probably written in Rome for Roman Christians:

1.
To strengthen their faith and resolve

2.
To give more info to the early church about Jesus in a day when there were no Gospels, no letters of Paul, and few eyewitnesses to the resurrection in Rome.

· Written for Gentiles

1.  OT quotes and allusions are few

2.  Aramaic expressions are interpreted (eg. 5:41; 15:34)


“ Talitha koum”, "Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani” 

              3.  Jewish customs explained (7:3,11): Ceremonial handwashing, Corban

              4.  There are some Latin (ie.Roman) words

Outline

Basically follows Peter's sermon to Cornelius in Acts 10:36-40, otherwise no particular structure.  There is strong early tradition that says Mark wrote the gospel directly as he heard it from Peter, and it certainly is in the style of Peter.

Eusebius:  "Mark , having become an interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately all that he (Peter) remembered of the things said and done by the Lord, but not, however in order."

Evidence within the book for the influence of Peter:

· Acts 10:36-40 - outline of Mark follows closely Peter’s sermon to Cornelius 
· The Gospel begins when Peter becomes a disciple

· Galilean ministry is prominent, especially Capernaum, Peter's home town.

· Vivid, robust style of Peter, lots of eyewitness detail

· Two key events for Peter omitted: 1) benediction at Caeserea Philipi (after Peter's confession, Matt. 16:13-20)  b) walking on water

· His inclusion of Peter's denial is in exceptional fullness.

While Mark technically wrote down the gospel, Peter is truly the author.

Luke & Acts:
Luke is part 1, and Acts is Part 2 of the most comprehensive early history of Christianity that has been recorded.  It is superb history, written in the self-conscious style of a secular historian: accurate, detailed, comprehensive.

Luke wrote 28% of the NT, Paul 25%

Read:
Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1: 1-4

·   Immediate purpose was to inform Theophilus (a God-lover) in detail about Christianity
·   Ultimate purpose (conjecture) was to write a defense document for Paul for his trial (Acts 28:20,21)
·   Luke was a companion of Paul's on all three missionary journeys
·   Goes to great lengths to show the truth of the gospel, and that neither Jesus,  Paul nor any other Christian caused trouble, but the Jews did.

Acts ends abruptly with Paul in jail awaiting trial and gives no evidence of the outcome, which lends credence to opinion that Luke/Acts was indeed a defense document.

Authorship: Luke was a doctor (diseases described precisely, real compassion for people, particularly sick and helpless, women and children, the poor and outcast, comes through.  Educated man wide vocabulary, masterful use of the language, precise historian; cultured - at home with both Greek and Jewish cultures, a gentleman of the highest order.
Date:
At least a draft was done before Paul' release (61-62 AD) and before the fall of Jerusalem.  A second more detailed draft was completed about 80 AD. Luke is one of the more difficult books to date because of its close relationship to Acts.

Characteristics:
· Archaeology has shown it to be an accurate historical document

· It is the good news of salvation.  Key v. 19:10 (“Jesus came to seek and save the lost” with  Jesus portrayed as the Son of Man: a man for others.

· Salvation is for all (not just the Jews).  Written for Gentiles, especially the less privileged classes: the poor, women, children, notorious sinners.

· Least emphasis on the significance of the cross and the sacrificial nature of the death of Jesus: 22:19,20; Acts 20:28 only clear references.

· Most emphasis on the "cost of discipleship".  Not a cheap grace.  There is a wideness in God's mercy, but those who receive it must be disciples, count the cost, deny themselves and follow.

· Has a "Vol.2” - the church must complete the work of Jesus through the power of the H.S. Strongest emphasis on the need for and power of the H.S.

Outline:
· Similar to Mark

· Large "unique" section: 

Journey to Jerusalem (9:51-19:10) 

Good Samaritan (10:25)

Rich fool (12:13)

Seeking the lost (14:13,21; 15:3,8, 11-32)

Rich man and Lazarus (16:19-31)

Ten lepers (17:11)

Pharisee and publican (18:9)

Zacchaeus (19:1)

All is precious, unique material showing the heart of Jesus, all of which would be lost if not for Luke.

John
John is different - 92% is unique (not found in the other three).

· No parables

·   Only 7 miracles (compared to dozens in the synoptics).  Five of those 7 are unique to John.

·   Personal interviews emphasized: Nicodemus, Samaritan woman, unnamed Jews -as opposed to His contact with the public.

· Jesus' teaching emphasizes His identity rather than His ethics.
· The "I am" passages:

Bread of life (6:35)

Light of the World (8:12, 9:5)

Door of the sheepfold (10:7)

Good Shepherd (10:11,14)

Resurrection/Life (11:25)

Way, truth and Life (14:6)

Vine (15:1)

·   Miracles carefully chosen to show Jesus' power:

          Miracle
              Passage
Power over

Water > wine
               2:1-11
Quality

Healing Roman's son            4:46-54          Space
Healing invalid of 38 yrs.     5:1-9
 Time

Feeding 5000
                6:1-14
Quantity

Walk > water
                6:16-21
Natural laws

Healing blind man                 9:1-12
Helplessness, finitude

Raising Lazarus
              11:1-46
  Death

Authorship: John, the "disciple Jesus loved" gives great detail only an eyewitness could add.

Date:
90 A.D. from Ephesus in John's declining years.

Purpose

To evangelize non-Jews.

· Views Jews as "another race." Quite a distance seems to have developed between Christians and Jews by this time.  John is least hospitable to the Jews.

· Very philosophical, cosmic.  The context is not Capernaum, but the comos: prologue (1:1-18, 3:16).

· Most of the events have double meanings temple = body

feeding 5000:    bread of life

water to wine :   wine of life

· Very intimate look at Jesus and his relationship to the disciples (Ch. 13-17).  Fascinating material, draws you in, strongly evangelistic.

John had surely read the synoptics (the facts about Jesus), letters of Paul and others, and was inspired to add what was missing, namely interpretation and meaning, in a strongly evangelistic manner.

God has fashioned His message in such a way that it can speak to any background, culture, social standing, intellect.  He reaches out to each one with His message of hope and salvation!

