Job 1:1-12; 1 Pet. 5:6-11; Luke 22:31-343
HOW ALL THINGS CAN WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD.

Text: Lk 22:31-32
Three points: Warning, Praying, Turning.

1. The warning is about Satan at work;
2. The praying is about Christ at work; and
3. The turning is about Simon at work.

First: The Warning: "Simon, Simon, satan has asked to sift you
as wheat."

These words make us ask, "Did the warning about Satan working

on Jesus' disciple upset Simon?" Did Simon respond by saying,

"oh no! Jesus, did he? Satan sifting me like wheat, i.e.s
helplessly bouncing me around? f}nd what did you tell him?
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I hope you told him to get lost. This is the last thing I need,
have the devil sift me like wheat. I don't want to be shaken
around like that. T have a tough enough time to keep,wwr,?uidxauf
Stalolits, ad ATt /

“No, this is not how Simon responded to Jesus' warning. Ouite
the opposite. Instead, he said, "T,ord, I am ready to go with
you to prison and to death.”

Which is like saying, "Lord, I am okay. Don't worry about me.
T know what I am doing. I have my eyes wide open. T know what
is going on. I am strong enough to defend myself. I know all
about his tricks. I6®&fend myself. I dare him come near me. And
if he does, too bad for him; I '11 show him a lesson or twou"

Yeh, sounds good, doesn't. But was that confidence translated
into reality? Or what is over-confidence?

"Simon, Simon.™" What does this mean? What does a repetition
of a person's name say?_At home, when I was a small boy.
it was my mother who did most of the disciplining.

And I recall when my mother would emphatically repeat my
name, saying, "John, John", she meant business. 1In fact, in
meant that I was in trouble. I had something coming. I do not
know whether it was like that in your home, too, but this is how
it was in our home.

There are other instances in holy scripture where we find this

doubling of names, or repeating of phrases. - o L

Think of David saying, "Absalom, Absolomj my son, my son." 'jﬁ“*’jfc r
.o Oor Jesus, saying, "Martha, Martha.'w And when addressing

the crowds, saying, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem."; Or "Truly, truly

I say unto you". = 4l ZuAY Drzen . - . : Mﬁfﬂwﬂfwc

And what about the risen Christ speaking from heaven, when Saul
was on his way to Damascus, "breathing out murderous threats
against the Lord's disciples": "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute

me?" /.2 HhoF d{? Mfm o oofbabadt
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A1l such repetitions are[warnings. They stress importance,

solemnity. They give emphasis. They put weight in

thq_scale.gﬂzl/£2¢a7%h%féd@ecwb7Z;

Andﬁus{ng the old name of "Simon", rather than the new name, "Peter",
was to remind him of the_old nature: its weakness, inadequacy.,
stumbling, and failing at times. The o0l1d nature being quite alive,
rather than dead and gone.

Simon was about tdgéeverely tempted and tried, rocked
by conflict and doubt, thrown in turmoil. And Jesus was
warning him for what was about to unfold, -unless, Simon would
take all this to heart,and be prepared, with the special help
of Jesus, to fight it offyand be victorious.
Simon did not think he needed this warning, or help. He figured
he could quite well handle it on his own. Thank you very much.
I want you to know that the Greek word "UMAS", translated
as "YOU" is, in the plural. This means that the warning
addressed to Simon was intended for every one of the disciples.
They all would be tempted and tried, be rocked by conflict and
doubt, and thrown into turmoil. They all would be effected
by what was about to unfold in regard to Jesus' capture,
suffering and death.

a strong and persevering christian is no picnic. It calls,nz%%?{kif
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for self-denial, cross-bearing, and reliance on Jesus’ at
all times. By each one of us, with no exceptions. UMAS —YyoLLt~
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ur Savior is exposing the devil for whom he really is: the
tricky, sly., sneaky, scheming people destroyer, and
Cod opposer. Satan is out for Simon's hide, ruin, and destruction.
He does not want him to become the powerful witness for the

Lord Jesus &Wﬂﬁ- /P I

Peter later on refers to Satan as, "the roaring lion who ..
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And Paul holds the devil up as,A"an angel of 11ght."42§§%%;zzzzggg?
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And thinking of Job, even when you have died to your old
nature, it does not mean that Satan has given up

on you.Zf What I must emphasize is that no one is immune from
his attacks and dirty tricks.

But notice too, the Master Redeemer gaid to Simon that Satan
#acked” Jesus' permission to sift him like wheat. Here it is:
"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you like wheat." That is
comforting, isn't? It says that even the devil is under God's
control? He can work only where Christ allows him to go.
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I find this very comforting. Tt means that Jesus also could
have said, "No way =atan; you leave my servant alone." God
can say this anytime. He could have said it in the case

of Job as well.

Also, we don't know how often God does say., "No way; You
leave my servant alone. Hands off. T forhid you to even
come near him/her. Away from my follower, and out of my

sight."

Now the reason Cod does allow us at time be tested, tempted,
tried, rocked by conflict and thrown into turmoil is that
cod wants to get rid of the chaff floating around in our
1ives. Only pure wheat is good for consumption. All the
rest has to go.

Tt is like pruning. When we lived in Ontario nearly 50 years

ago I worked on a fruit farm. The whole winter we pruned and
pruned,and pruned some more. A good Crop depende on trees

be in good shape. All the suckers, dead and interfering branches
had to go; they were cut out and later on burned.

Whatever the devil makes to grown in our lives must be cut
out, -painful as it may be.

And this brings us to our second point. Not only is the
devil trying to work in our lives, so is our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, our great intercessors. He is praying for you
and T. Here it is: "But I have prayed for you, Simon, that
your faith may not fail."

Isn't wonderful that Jesus does this? BAnd that He does so
far more than we often realize. He knows when it is

needed. He sees when we are beginning to give into
temptation, when we are on the wrong road and in danger. He
knows all this long before we realize it ourselves

Tn Hebr. 7:25 it says, "Christ lives to intercedes for those

who are His own." And in John 17 Jesus prayed, "Father, T want
those whom you have given me to he with me where I am, and see my
glory, the glory you have given me before the creation of the
world."

Oh, let's keep singing this old hymn: "T have a Savior who is
pleading in glory; a dear loving Savior, though earth's
friends be few. And now He is watching in tenderness over
me."

Vrs. 32a

The Greek word translated in English as "fail" is the root
word of "eclipse". This means when you and T are tempted,
tested, and tried, we know that Jesus is praying that our
faith will not be eclipsed.

Therefore, let us always look at the devil's work in the
1ives of those who serve him,in the perspective of Christ's
intercession for his own, at the right hand of the throne of
God, as the bible says. The devil will not have the last



word in our lives. Cod has. Wallelujah. Tn fact, God
always speaks the final word, bot in grace as well as in
judgement.

The devil at work. Christ at work. And now Simon at work.
Tn other words, over the years what did Simon do with all
this? The tension hetween the devil and Christ, the world
and heaven, the present and the future?

There are masses of people who are not making ready for
heaven. They are concerned only ahout here and now, and
how much money they will he able to gather for an early
retirement.

Put friends, what is 20, 40, 60 years in the future, in
comparison with where you and T will be 100 years from now,
1,000 years, 10,000, 100,000,000 years from now? TIn other
words, where you and T will be for all of eternity? Tt is
either on the "new haven and earth upon which perfect r.
dwells", or as Jesus said in Mt. : 46, "they will go away
into eternal punishment.”

Are you cooperating with Christ's prayers for you? Satan can
and does mess up a lot of lives, terribly. BPut with your
embrasing of Christ's prayers for you, the devil cannot nullify
Christ's intercession for bhis n.

"Something beautiful, something good ...

Now this was true for Simon as well. In 2 Pet. 1:3-5 jct Reasl . _ -

Simon could never have written this if it wasn't for Jesus
upholding him Auring Satan's sifting process.

And the same stands for you and T. Did not Christ say,
"without me you can do nothing?" This stands faith-wise
and harvest producingZse,As someone put it, "If it wasn't for
Christ we'11l all he sunk."

The holy Spirit prompted Simon to examine his motives and
re-arrange his priorities. Do you have any motives to
examine and priorities to re-arrange®

Simon heard the rooster crow. This is what led him to go out
and weep bitterly. Simon learned from his mistakes. Have
we? Have there been times in your live you heard the rooster
crow? TIf so, what d4id you do? Did you heed the warning?

You know, there are millions of people who are not heeding the
warnings in their lives. This w ; 3

nulliifies—it—=alt.

That is sad. Tt is the opposite of what Christ wants
for their 1lives. Judas was warned as much as Simon. But he
did not heed the warnings;yand hung himself. Simon turned

around and repented. FHe was born anew to a living hope.

-



Turning around is necessary to be transformed.

Tots of people have been nudged on by the Spirit of the
living God,and warned during their life time, but,sad to
say they pald no attention to these precious adPnLthObs.

And that caused the golden grain to
fall on the rocky path,-for the birds to pick it away- They
refused to turn back)and be converted.

Oh, my friends, let -ne~ word of Jesus .ever be "for the
birds". - - Aeaeseh Thes stand for Satan's picklng,éjéfﬁzk

Sezd away in onées life.
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I trust you remember -~ Jhe three points: Warning, Praying,
and Turning.

The Warning was about Satan at work.

The Praying was about Christ at work.

And Turning was about Simon at work: i.e. doing what Christ

wanted him to do: paying attention to the warning -+ ing; + #44;%%&4*
of changing the course of his life. / a

v#ll;ihiséﬁnidh.ﬂdz& And 1o and behold, he became one of the great

leaders of the christian church.

Let me read a couple verses how Simon did exactly what Jesus
predicteﬁ, i.e, "strengthen the brethren.”

1 Pet. 5:8-11
2 Pet. 1:2 -11
2 Pet. 2:17-18

How Has it been in your 1ife? Have life's trials and
troubles made you bitter, or better? Never forget that "All
things work together ......

In summary, Satan is working hard to have all of our life Aﬁidnéﬁf;aa‘?z?{
compromised, secularized, commercialized, politicized, and

immoralized. But do not let this happen. Remember, that in

the midst of all of that, and even in spite of it, Jesus has

prayed for you, that your faith may not faili. And when you

have turned back, i.e., transformed, He wants you to strengthen

your brothers and sisters, too. That is the mission God has

given us, @u.trizae «

Amen.
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rd God Almighty, we thank you that you are our Sovereign
Cod. That you are the unchanging one: majestic, holy,
glorious, all-knowing, all-wise, ever-present, loving,
ever-dependent, gracious and merciful.

We thank you that you have come to us through your Word and
Spirit. Help us o Tord, to he always aware of your voice and
Presence.

We confess that at the outset of our christian 1ife of
service, we often are much like Simon: immature, self-reliant,
eager to serve you, and yet, failing to follow where you lead
us.

Forgive us Lord for messing up things in our life. Help us
to better learn and listen.

And Father Cod, when you need to send us your Word and Spirit
with the corrective measures in our lives, may we sense it
for what it is intended to be: a voice of admonition and
correction, a voice of direction to follow your ways in our
lives.

Oh, how blest we are to not be on our own during moments of
temptation. Felp us to recognize that you are always there
during times of trials and days of struggle.

Help us to hear what Tsaiah heard you say: "T am the Lord;
that is my name! T will not give my glory to another, or my
praise to idols. See the former things have taken place, and
new things T declare; Before they spring into being, T
announce them to you."

God, we so much thank you that you have spoken to us from
heaven and announced the things to us we needed to hear.

May we never be so foolish to think that we know it ail.

For that than is the time for spirituval rattle snakes to bhe
send into our lives, and without us realizing that even these
measures are intended for our eternal good.

So thank you Jesus for always heing many bhig steps ahead of
us in our lives. Help us to be very observant each hour and
each day to your loving direction. Through Jesus Christ, the
Redeemer and T.ord of our life.

And all God's people say, "Thank you, Lord. Amen."



