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      LESSON THREE - THE HUMANITY OF JESUS

Introduction
Christianity centers on the identity of Jesus.  No other world religion is the same, in that no other religious leader (e.g. Buddha, Mohammed, etc.) is as essential to the religion as Christ is central to Christianity.  His life, death, resurrection, giving of the |Holy Spirit, as well as teaching, are the essence of Christianity.

We have considered the deity of Christ in the last lesson.  But Jesus was not only fully God - He was also fully human.  This is a vital aspect of the person of Christ.  If he were not fully human, he could not represent us on the cross, nor be the High Priest who comforts and strengthens us.  But he has gone through our human experience (Heb. 2:16-18), and is fully able to understand and sympathize with us.

Read either the Nicene Creed, or The Formula of Concord. The dual nature of Christ is a paradox that we cannot hold in our minds.

Paul Little gives insight (author of How To Give Away How To Give Away Your Faith):

"The factor that is forgotten, and may well be the only key to the problem, is the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Person and life of Christ.  That Spirit, who had prepared his humanity and kept the unborn Child free from the taint of a mother's sin, never left Him, but throughout all the temptations and sufferings of his life and death brought to his human soul the light and comfort and strength which he needed to accomplish his task.  In the light of that gracious ministry, we can understand, in some measure, how the divine nature was acting under human conditions, and how the human nature was acting in the fullest unity with the divine.  That Spirit, who shared the eternal counsels of the Godhead, unified the consciousness of Christ so that there could be no possibility of division or dualism within him."

Scriptures pointing to Christ's Humanity:
1. The dual nature of Christ: The New Testament speaks of Christ being both God and man.  He became man without ceasing to be God. (Jn. 1:1-3,14; 1 Jn. 1:1-3)

a. God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, similar to sinful man in his earthly flesh, yet not absolutely like him, because he was without sin. (Rom. 8:3  "Sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh in order that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us ... ; 
b. Phil. 2:7-11 “In very nature God ... but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men... ). Also Heb. 4:15.
2. He had all that is essential in a man: Heb 2:17 - "He had to be made like His brethren in every respect, so that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in service to God.”

a. A body: Lk 24:39 - "See my hands and feet; handle me and see.  A spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have."
b. A soul: Matt. 26:38 - "My soul Is very sorrowful, even unto death."
c. A will: Matt. 26:39 - "Not my will but yours ...”
d. Emotions: Mk. 3:5 (healing on the Sabbath) - "He looked around at them with     anger, grieved at their hardness of heart..."  Lk 10:21 - "He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, and said 'I thank you Father that you have hidden these things ... (when the 70 return). Jn 11:5 "Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus ...

e. A mind: Lk 2:52 "Jesus increased in wisdom and stature ...

3. He shared fully in all our experiences, especially in the realm of temptation, yet was without sin.

a. Tiredness (Jn. 4:6) "Jesus, wearied as He was with the journey, sat down beside the well." 
b. Thirst (Jn. 4:7, 19:28) "Jesus, knowing that all was now finished said, 'I thirst"' 
c. Tears (Jn. 11:33f - read it) also Heb. 5:7 - "During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save Him from death," 
d. Hunger (Matt. 4:2)... fasted 40 days and nights, and after this He was hungry
e. Loneliness (Jn. 6:66) "After this many of His disciples drew back and no longer went about with Him.  Jesus said to the twelve, 'Do you also wish to go away?"' 

f. Rejection (Jn. 7:7) "The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil." 
g. Confessed limited knowledge (Matt. 24:36) - "But that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only." 
h. Temptation: Question: Can you give examples of times Jesus was tempted?
· (Matt. 4:1-11) - the picture of a man standing in the face and power of evil and resisting it. 
· (Matt. 16:21-23) - after Peter's confession Jesus tells disciples of the cross.  In the face of their objections, he responds: "Get behind me Satan!  You are a hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of God, but of man." 
· (1 Pet.2:22-23) "He committed no sin, no deceit was found in his mouth.  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly."
i. Endured bodily suffering (1 Pet. 4:1) "Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh…” (1 Pet. 3:18) "For Christ also died for sins, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring you to God.  He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit."

Necessity of Christ's Humanity for our Salvation: 
1. He had to be made like us in every respect, in order to be our high priest - the one who makes atonement for the sins of the people before God (Heb.2:17)
2. Understanding “Substitutionary atonement:” 
"He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities... the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all." (Is. 53:5f.)
"God has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.” (2 Cor. 5:21)

"Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us." (Gal. 3:13)

Only one who is like us can take our place and receive the punishment we deserve.  From the Old Testament sacrificial system we also know that the sacrifice offered for sin must be perfect, without blemish.  Jesus had to be man as we are, tempted, yet without sin so he does not have to die for his own sin, but can take the place of others.  
3. Jesus as the Second Adam:
Question: In what ways was Jesus similar to Adam?
a. Similarities to Adam: 
· Not born in sin, 
· lived in fellowship with God, 
· perfect human before the fall, 
· both had the capability to obey or disobey God.  
· both knew God's will.  
· Jesus also was the crown of creation (though not created as Adam was).  He has the position of Adam, having dominion over the earth (Ex: His authority over nature).

Was Jesus a duplicate of the first Adam?  No!
Rom. 5:12-21 - Adam was a “type” of the One to come.  The contrast is made here between sin and grace.  Just as sin came to all men through the sin of one man, so the grace of God comes to all men through the obedience of one Man (vs. 17).

1 Cor. 15:21-22 - "For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive”
Question: In what ways was Jesus different than Adam?
b. Differences:
· Jesus never thought equality with God a thing to be grasped (Phil. 2:6)
· Jesus was pre-existent with God, not created.  He shared God's glory (1 Cor. 15:47).
· The first Adam was a living being only, the second Adam, a life-giving spirit. 
· The first Adam was made of the dust of the earth, the second Adam, a man from heaven. (1 Cor.15:45) These verses point to the divine nature in Christ that Adam did not possess. 
· Death came through Adam, resurrection life through Christ, the 2nd Adam (1 Cor. 15:21-22)
Jesus the Man: Our Example

1.   He is not so far above us that we cannot follow.  We are capable of following in His steps because of the Holy Spirit at work in us (Phil. 2:13 - "For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose").

2.   Jesus was all that humanity was intended to be.  The more we are in fellowship with God, walking in obedience to scripture through the power of the Holy Spirit, the closer we come to being true human beings - we are to become more like Jesus (2 Cor. 3:18 "And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into HIS likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit)

3.   Jesus exemplified what it was to be human including learning what it meant to follow God (Lk. 2:40, 52 - "He grew in wisdom, and stature ... ) He had to learn the Scriptures as He grew up. This was part of the “self-emptying” that he did when “he took on the very nature of a servant” (Phil 2) – he gave up his omniscience
4.   He needed to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit for the power to accomplish His mission (Mk. 1:9-12).  As soon as God identifies Him as His son, Satan attacks.

· The fact that Satan does not attack Jesus until he goes public leads us to suppose that Satan didn't even know who the Messiah was until that moment.  
· Satan cannot enter into our communication with God!  He could only operate vaguely, as in killing all of the children in Bethlehem – he didn't know which one was the Messiah.

Question: What are the implications of these things?

1. Significance of his Baptism: Perhaps Jesus- miracles came not out of His divine nature and power, but out of his pure humanity operating in the power of the Holy Spirit.
2. Because Jesus was totally, perfectly human our humanity cannot be used as an excuse.  We tend to think that because he was divine and we are human we can never measure up to his example, or do the things that He did.
3. He was what we are to be, in his humanity (not that we are little gods - false teaching), but human beings full of the Holy Spirit.  We are called to perfect obedience, submission (1 Jn. 3:9), and to do His works (Jn. 14:12-14).  "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." (Phil. 4:13)
4. Jesus had all authority by right (as God) but chose not to use it or He would destroy His mission.  Did only what He saw His Father doing (forgiving sins, etc). This is where Satan tempted Jesus: use your authority to change stones into bread, cast yourself down, make yourself king.
5. Jesus operated in the Gifts of the Spirit in their fullness:
Question: Can you think of examples of things Jesus did that were signs of spiritual gifts?
· gift of knowledge: knew thoughts of the Pharisees when necessary (Mk. 2:6-8, Jn. 4:16-18). Jesus said his knowledge was limited, as in Matt.24:36 - Jesus did not know time of second coming.

· gift of healing: fullest expression - Lazarus (Jn. 11:40-43) also gift of faith
· gift of administration: to complete his ministry in 3 short years, training of disciples, multiplying his team from 3closest friends >12>70
· discernment: knew the Father's will perfectly through prayer.  He had to pray before important decisions, ie. choosing disciples, Gethsemane.

The other perspective on Jesus’ dual nature is taught by theologians such as Thomas Aquinas, who concluded that Jesus did not need faith or hope because He was God, therefore saw everything - and faith and hope are for things unseen. 
In summarizing Christ's divine/human nature these three clarifications may be helpful:

· While two natures were united, they were not intermingled or altered in their individual properties, but remained distinct - not a third substance/nature created which was neither human nor divine (oil/water).
· Our Lord's deity was not reduced to human limitations.  He voluntarily limited himself.  Thus the temptations to exercise divine prerogatives – he could pick them up again at any time.

· The union was not merely an indwelling, as we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, but a personal union of divine/human.

The wonder of it all is that Christ has taken a human form and personality to the throne of God - bound by His body for eternity, thus He literally sits at the right hand of God!

Heresies Concerning Christ's Nature:
Until the 3rd century there is no doubt that Christ's deity was firmly established among Christians.  He was worshipped as God.  It was not until heresies arose that Christ's divinity was defined - the definition was not the creation of the belief!

There were two major heresies:

· Arianism which said Jesus was not God in the fullest sense.  In some way Jesus was created by God, not eternally preexistent.  The result was the formulation of the Nicene Creed (325 A.D.) "Very God of very God, begotten not made.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, all major cults hold to this error.

· Gnosticism - went to the other extreme, denying Jesus' essential humanity.  His life on earth was largely an illusion, i.e.  He was not born and did not die.  The Definition of Chalcedon was formulated in 451 A.D. John the apostle was already speaking to this heresy in 1 Jn. 4:2,3, 2 Jn. 7.
· Some Christians deny His suffering –thinking he somehow escaped from body before actually was crucified (Muslims also believe this, that God cannot die) or because of his deity, he did not actually suffer even in crucifixion.  This is a form of Gnosticism.

Our salvation lies in the realization that Jesus was both God and man, fulfilling every requirement to be the atoning sacrifice for our sin.

