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Lesson Two: The Word Became Flesh

Review Picture One.

Have two people list the New Testament Books.

Introduction:

Over the next few weeks we will be looking at Jesus, and the various roles he fulfilled: Prophet, Teacher, Saviour. But who IS Jesus?
Matt 16:13-20. In Matthew 16, Jesus asked his disciples: "Who do you say that I am?"  It is the question of the ages. Jesus is one of the most controversial figures in history.  The question of who Jesus is divides Christianity from all other world religions and the cults.  It is the crux of our faith.  

That a baby born in a stable in an obscure little town in an insignificant nation 2000 years ago could have had such an enormous impact on world history is miraculous no matter what the answer to the question is.  One cannot seriously study literature, art, architecture, music, history or politics without coming face to face with Jesus. 

People have answered the question "who is Jesus?" in many ways. 
· "He was a great teacher" is one of the favourites, and we will study this aspect of Jesus in one of the weeks to come.  
· A prophet: Islam believes, along with some of those mentioned by the disciples, that Jesus was one of the prophets – Elijah, John the Baptist, Jeremiah.
· Some see Jesus as a revolutionary, who shook up the powers of his day, stood against the status quo and was executed for it. 
· “A good man” – even the best who has ever lived. Others see in Jesus a model of compassion and a friend of the needy, a lover of the outcasts.

All these answers have truth in them.  But they are not the whole picture.  
Who did Jesus say he was? 
In order to find out who Jesus really was, we need to examine who HE claimed to be and evaluate his claims. As you read the gospels over the next few weeks, look for evidence that substantiates Jesus’ claims, or - as most of the religious and political leaders of his day believed... that he is actually a fraud.

C.S. Lewis’ famous quote is a challenge to us: 
Lewis expressed his idea in more than one place, but the most definitive appears in Mere Christianity: 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A man who said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”
Jesus’ Claim of Divinity:
· In Matt 16:13-20, we see Jesus commend Peter for saying he is the Christ, the son of the living God.  In doing so, he is claiming to be the fulfillment of hundreds of years of prophecy that foretelling his coming in words like Isaiah 9:6b "And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."  
· He also accepted worship from his followers, which is strictly forbidden in the commandments toward anyone other than God, as Jesus himself pointed out when Satan tempted Jesus to worship him.  
Question: What are instances you recall from scripture of Jesus being worshiped?

Examples: 
· Matt. 14:33 in the boat after Jesus had walked on water and calmed the storm
· Jn. 9:38 after Jesus had healed the man born blind
· After the resurrection, Mary and the women in the garden 
· Thomas, after he doubted, when he saw the resurrected Christ. 

Notice that the moment that Jesus accepts the title of Christ from his followers in Mt. 16, he begins to talk about his sacrificial death.  We will be looking at the ways that Jesus fulfilled Messianic prophecies, how his identity as Messiah differed from  common expectations and how he was often quite secretive about his identity.  

John makes the clearest case for Jesus’ divinity – this also is consistent with his cosmic perspective of who Jesus is. Both the Gospel of John and the First Epistle of John makes clear that Jesus claimed to be God, and the significance of those claims. Jesus’ “I Am” statements, all quoted in the Gospel of John are all direct claims to deity: 

· John 6:35-40:  “I am the bread of life” in other words, the sustainer of life, and also the one with the power to raise people to eternal life
John 6:46: “No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father.” Again he says he is the “living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats this bread he will live forever.”
· John 8:12: “I am the light of the world” (refs. Isaiah 60:1ff and other prophecies) 
· John 9:35-38: Jesus calls himself “the Son of Man,” -  the vision of  Daniel 7:13-14: one like a son of man, coming before the Ancient of Days…given authority, glory, and sovereign power…worshiped by all peoples….having a dominion that will not pass away,” all characteristics of God.  

· John 10:7-10 “I am the Gate” – the one though whom we are saved, the source of life.
· John 10:14: “I am the Good Shepherd” Jesus is identifying with Psalm 23: “The  Lord is my Shepherd...” as well as Ezekiel 34, in which God says he himself is the chief shepherd who will search and care for his sheep.

· John 11:25-27: “I am the Resurrection and the Life” – who can give life but God?

· John 14:6ff.: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father.  From now on, you do know him and have seen him." He identifies himself with father God.

· John 15:1-8: “I am the Vine, and my Father is the gardener.” Another claim to being the source of life.

Finally, read John 8:14-30, 48-59. Jesus is making his claim very clear here:

· While judging no one, he is qualified to be the judge of the world, and his judgements would be true – “I stand with the Father, who sent me.”

· Claims God as his father, at the same time identifying himself with God – “If you knew me, you would know my father also.”

· “I am from above” and “I am not of this world” and “I came from God,”  “He sent me” 

· “If you don’t believe in me you will die in your sins.”

· “I always do what pleases Him.”

· “If the son sets you free you will be free indeed.”

· “If you hold to my teaching…you will know the Truth and the Truth will set you free.”

· “I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence.”

· “He who belongs to God hears what God says” – note the inference that his words and God’s are the same
The discussion culminates with Jesus claiming, “Before Abraham was born, ‘I AM’” 

The Pharisees are outraged, because Jesus has claimed the unspeakable name of God, the great "I AM' of Ex. 3:14 as his own.  
Just as in John 10:30-33, Jesus is blunt in his statement, "I and the Father are one." They tried to stone him in both instances. 
The reaction of the Jewish religious leaders to Jesus also affirms the nature of his claims. The Jews' response leaves no room for doubt that they understand he is claiming to be God.  
When healing the paralytic in Mk. 2:5-12, Jesus angered the Pharisees by claiming the authority to forgive sins, which is definitely God's territory.  When the woman is caught in adultery in John 8, Jesus says that only he who is without sin may judge her, and when the others leave, he alone remains, implying that he is sinless.  
Jesus clearly believed himself to be divine.

The only charge upon which Jesus could ultimately be convicted was blasphemy - Look up Mark 14:55-64, Matt. 26:59-66.  These indicate that not only his friends, but also his enemies were quite clear as to what his claims were.  They merely differed in their belief of the claim.  He was either telling the truth or he wasn't, but he was not just a great man.  If he was truthful, he is one with God.  If not, he was either a liar with a huge ego, as the Jewish authorities believed, or a self-deluded lunatic (who, as C.S. Lewis said deserved as much respect as someone who claimed to be a poached egg).

Other Confirmations of Jesus’ Divinity:

· At his baptism, the voice that spoke from heaven declared, "This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” 
· John the Baptist recognized Jesus as the one who was to come, and made way for his ministry.  
· Another source that confirms his identity is the powers of darkness.  Satan's temptation of Jesus centres around his deity and the way he will use his power and authority.  Many of the demons that Jesus cast out acknowledged his deity verbally and had to be silenced lest they precipitate a crisis by inciting either his followers or his enemies too early.  
· The Roman soldier who crucified him exclaimed, "Surely this man was the Son of God."(Mark 15:39)  
· New Testament authors: In the writings of John and Paul, we find the theological underpinnings of Jesus' divine nature.  John 1 speaks of Jesus as the Word, the agent of creation, not a created being.  Jehovah's Witnesses will translate this passage as "In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was a god" The trouble with this is that there are no indefinite articles in the Greek language.  The actual Greek sentence translates: God was the Word, leaving little room for doubt.  

Paul in Phil. 2:6-10 speaks of Jesus' divine nature: "being in very nature God", and hearkens back to Isaiah 45 with the line, "every knee shall bow;" also in Colossians 1:15-19, 2:9, Romans 9:5; and Titus 2:13, 3:4-5. 
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Heresies regarding the nature of Christ began very early in church history, and early church councils addressed them, such as the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds. 
What are some of the ones we have to watch out for in our day? 
Gnosticism:

· Jesus was a high level intermediary angel: Hebrews 1:1-4 makes it very clear that Jesus was not a created being like an angel, but God himself.  A version of this would be Jehovah’s Witnesses (son of God, but not divine), Mormons (a son of God, and we all become like him, sons of God) 
· Jesus was fully God, but because matter is evil, he could not be truly man, just masquerading as man. John’s letters address this heresy. 
Why is it important to know/believe that Jesus is truly, fully God?

    (implications for the fullness of his revelation of God; capacity to be a sin offering for all of humanity)

The ultimate question that each person must answer is the same one that Jesus posed to Peter: Who do YOU say that I am?
